
INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

JEANNIE and STEWART enter. 

STEWART
Well, that went well!

JEANNIE
Stew, it wasn’t that big a deal.

STEWART
Not a big deal? Not a big deal?

JEANNIE
Say it one more time and maybe it’ll be 
true.

STEWART
Oh my god! So you agree it was a big 
deal.

JEANNIE
Wellll, it was definitely a deal.

STEWART
I can never see your parents again.

JEANNIE
Honey, it wasn’t that big a deal.

STEWART
Not a big deal?

JEANNIE
Stewart, it was just... unfortunate.

STEWART
Unfortunate? Unfortunate? Nooo. 
Unfortunate is me having to miss 
Thanksgiving because I have a stomach 
bug. You wanna know what’s not 
unfortunate?

JEANNIE
You having to borrow a pair of my 
father’s underwear?

STEWART
Me having to borrow a pair of your 
father’s underwear!!

JEANNIE
Yeah, that was unfortunate.
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He reacts.

JEANNIE (CONT’D)
Still, honey - it could have been worse.

He turns away and walks to the bar stools.

JEANNIE (CONT’D)
Stewart?

He pointedly keeps his gaze away from her.

STEWART
Yeah?

JEANNIE
You didn’t retort?

STEWART
Sorry, what?

JEANNIE
Retort. As in - “Stewart’s usual witty 
retort.” 

STEWART
(plays dumb)

I didn’t?

JEANNIE
Nooo, you didn’t.

STEWART
Well, perhaps I didn’t have anything to 
say.

JEANNIE
Riiight.

STEWART
It could happen... in theory.

JEANNIE
Stewart - the only time you don’t retort 
is when you’re guilty. What are you 
guilty of Stewart?

At this he turns and faces her.

STEWART
I think we’ve already covered that. Now 
let’s just move on and --
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JEANNIE
No. No. That’s not it.

STEWART
You think that’s not enough?

JEANNIE
Oh, it’s enough. It’s more than enough. 
But you walked away.

STEWART
I...

He turns away from her again.

STEWART (CONT’D)
I... had to come over here.

JEANNIE
Nope. You didn’t. And it wasn’t even a 
walk really. More of a... sneak.

STEWART
(feigns confusion)

Sneak?

JEANNIE
Oh, yeah. You’re all...

She imitates his movement til she’s next to him.

JEANNIE (CONT’D)
Don’t pay attention to me. Nothing more 
to report from here, Commander.

STEWART
Commander?

JEANNIE
I have these fantasies. (THEN) Okay, 
spill it, Private! Mister.

STEWART
I’m only a Private?

JEANNIE
It’s my fantasy.

STEWART
Fine. You want the truth?

Stewart proceeds to do Jack Nicholson (”A Few Good Men”) 
if Jack was a young, insecure suburbanite. 
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STEWART (CONT’D)
You want the truth?

JEANNIE
Yes.

STEWART
You can’t handle the truth!?!

JEANNIE
And you really can’t handle impersonating 
Jack.

STEWART
The truth is - I needed to borrow a pair 
of your father’s underwear!

JEANNIE
Honey, we’ve already covered this. It’s 
okay. Assuming you were able to keep this 
pair of underwear... unsoiled, then I’ll 
just wash them and give them back to him 
next week. He said he totally 
understands.

STEWART
Yup.

JEANNIE
It was weird. Boys must have some very 
disgusting secret code.

STEWART
So he’s all fine and dandy with me 
returning him his underwear.

JEANNIE
Yes, sweetie. Again, to a disconcerting 
degree.

STEWART
Great! Wonder how he’ll be with me 
RETURNING HIM YOUR MOTHER’S UNDERWEAR?!?

JEANNIE
Wait - what?

STEWART
Oh, yeah!

JEANNIE
But, you said --
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STEWART
I said I needed to borrow a pair of 
underwear. I didn’t know what drawer to 
open. So just when I had my hands on 
something...

FLASHBACK - THANKSGIVING DINNER - PARENT’S BEDROOM

Stewart whips around from drawer, hiding something behind 
his back, as Jeannie’s father, FRANK enters the bedroom.

FRANK
Stewart?

STEWART
I’ve got a stomach bug!

FRANK
(beat - nods knowingly)

Use the bathroom. I’ll keep watch. Just 
return them next week when we come for 
dinner. Washed.

STEWART
(so relieved)

Oh my god - thank you, sir.

FRANK
You don’t know how many pairs of your 
underwear I’ve had to borrow.

STEWART
Wow. 

Stewart turns toward the bathroom, looks into his hands 
and sees ladies underwear. “Oh, god” expression.

BACK TO SCENE

JEANNIE
So when my parents come to dinner next 
week you’re going to give my Dad...

STEWART
Your mother’s red silk thong!! You know -- 
the one that says “Hungry Kitty”!?!

Stewart storms off leaving Jeannie flummoxed.
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