
INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

CHRISTIE hands MATT items across the breakfast bar which 
he places on the dining table.

MATT
I can't believe you convinced me to do 
this.

CHRISTIE
I'm telling you, it's all in your head 
Matt.

MATT
It's not in my head. Neil gives me some 
seriously creepy looks. And you made me 
invite him to dinner.

CHRISTIE
Honey, I didn't make you do anything. 
(THEN) Don't put those there! (THEN) I 
simply suggested it might be a good way 
to clear the air.

MATT
You don't know. He's like a male version 
of Medusa. You try to look away but 
you...

CHRISTIE
Feel "frozen" in place?

MATT
Yeah. Exactly.

CHRISTIE
Matt, the same thing happens to you when 
we visit the zoo.

MATT
Okay, the lemurs are freaky! And it 
wasn't just me. You heard what the zoo 
keeper said!

CHRISTIE
He said you're head must remind them of 
the fruit they normally eat.

MATT
Yeah. That's practically like saying they 
want to eat me alive!
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CHRISTIE
Well no one's gonna eat you alive 
tonight. I don't want anything spoiling 
their appetite.

MATT
Ha, ha. 

CHRISTIE
Besides, Neil will have better things to 
look at than you.

MATT
Yeah, I hope he stares at you. Then we'll 
see who's got the melon head.

CHRISTIE
I meant Annie.

MATT
You invited Annie?!?

CHRISTIE
Yes, silly. I told you.

MATT
You did not tell me.

CHRISTIE
Yeah, I didn't.

MATT
Why didn't you tell me?

CHRISTIE
(points)

Pretty much cause of this.

MATT
Why would you invite your only friend 
that I don't get along with to dinner? 
And not a big dinner - where I could hide 
from her. I am not above hiding from that 
woman.

CHRISTIE
Woman? She's my age. Do you refer to me 
as a "woman?" I'm under 30. I'm pretty 
sure I still get to use "girl" for a few 
more years.
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MATT
Yes, you do. Because you are a girl. 
You're young, and sweet and don't make me 
feel like I'm late for school and going 
to be sent to the principal's office.

CHRISTIE
Wait, how does your mind work?

MATT
Annie is way too intense to be called a 
"girl." I doubt her parents ever called 
her a girl.

CHRISTIE
Don't be silly.

MATT
I bet they called her "young lady." Or 
"little miss grown-up." Or "Countess 
Harpy." I can't believe she even goes by 
"Annie" and not "Anne."

CHRISTIE
Oh my god, why are you being so mean?

MATT
(meekly)

She scares me.

CHRISTIE
I'm starting to see a pattern here.

DOORBELL sounds. Matt turns to Christie.

MATT
(quietly)

Where are you on the whole "pretend we're 
not home" option?

Off her look he turns and goes to the door. He puts his 
hand on it and turns back to Christie.

MATT (CONT’D)
You've mentioned you're interested in 
going to Paris some day.

Christie moves to the door and pushes Matt out of the way 
as she opens the door.

CHRISTIE
Annie, hello! Welcome. Come in.
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ANNE
Oh, Christie, you don't know? Oh, such a 
bother to be the last to learn. Yes, I'm 
going by Anne now. I really feels it fits 
me so much more. Don't you?

CHRISTIE
I'm starting to.

ANNE
You're still going by "Christie" then?

CHRISTIE
Uh... yep. Sort of goes with the whole 
"it's my name" thing.

Anne crosses to the buffet table and starts inspecting 
the offerings.

ANNE
You know I always assumed it was short 
for something else. Hmm. What a shame.

MATT
Yes, honey. You must be really starting 
to feel bad about a lot of things.

The DOORBELL sounds again.

MATT (CONT’D)
Oh, good. That must be Neil. He'll 
definitely help lighten the mood.

Matt swings the door open with gusto. He's all in now.

MATT (CONT’D)
Hi, Neil! I'm so glad you could make it!

Neil hesitates slightly before entering. 

NEIL
Thank you, Matt. Wow, I gotta say - you 
bring that kind of enthusiasm to work and 
our tip jar would be overflowing. 

Neil moves past Matt toward Christie.

NEIL (CONT’D)
You must be Christie. Hi. Neil Jordan.

MATT
(to himself)

I'm perky.
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CHRISTIE
Neil, so nice to meet you. You seem so 
different than I imagined.

NEIL
(lightly)

What, did Matt say I have three heads or 
something?

MATT
(to himself)

No, your hair is made of snakes.

CHRISTIE
Well, we're so pleased you could make it. 
Let me introduce you, (turning) Neil this 
is Annie --

Anne coughs.

CHRISTIE (CONT’D)
Anne. Anne Reagan.

MATT
No relation.

Everyone turns toward Matt.

MATT (CONT’D)
(regretting himself)

The... president.

Everyone turns away from Matt.

MATT (CONT’D)
(to himself)

I'm sorry, that's still a valid joke.

CHRISTIE
Well, why don't we all have a seat. Matt? 
Ready to join the grown-ups?
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