
INT. THE RETIREMENT HOME - DAY

PENNY holds court before a group of men.

PENNY
...And, well, I had never met an honest 
to goodness Air Force pilot before. And 
frankly I couldn’t believe how much fuss 
he made over me.

Unseen by Penny, HELEN enters wearing a bathrobe and 
slippers.

PENNY (CONT’D)
And him so handsome.

HELEN
Oh, no - let me guess. The cotillion’s 
started and here I am without my gown.

Helen opens her bathrobe slightly and looks down at her 
nightgown.

HELEN (CONT’D)
So to speak.

Penny tries to ignore Helen.

PENNY
Now, I don’t want you gentlemen to think 
that I only ever go for the dashing, 
heroic type --

HELEN
Believe me - she’s just fine with the 
plain cowards as well. Especially if 
they’re buying and there’s booze 
involved.

PENNY
I’m sorry, gentlemen. Apparently the 
doorman must have left his post. And now 
we must be forced to witness first hand 
the plight of the destitute.

HELEN
You may as well take off the tiara, 
Blanche. The most you’re gonna get from 
these boys is an invitation to hold their 
catheter.

Penny shoots a concerned look at the men. A CREEPY MAN - 
WALTER - smiles and pulls a tube out from under the 
blanket on his lap.
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HELEN (CONT’D)
Put it away, Walter. You’re gonna have to 
win the end-of-month bingo pot to have a 
shot with this one.

Penny turns to Helen and reverts to her “STREET TOUGH” 
voice.

PENNY
So that’s how it’s gonna be, huh? It 
wasn’t enough you made my life hell in 
high school - now you gotta do it here as 
well? 

HELEN
Hey, that wasn’t my fault!

As the scene progresses Penny’s voice loses the “tough 
street edge” and she ultimately sounds like the sweet 
girl of her youth.

PENNY
Not your fault? We were best friends ever 
since you moved in. I don’t even know how 
young we were.

HELEN
(starting to soften)

We were two. I was born in New York but 
my family moved to Boston just after my 
second birthday. (THEN) Thank god - and 
to think I could have ended up a Yankees 
fan.

PENNY
But once we got to high school suddenly 
I’m not good enough for you to be friends 
with. You had to join the cool clique.

HELEN
Hey, you’re the one who kept acting like 
you were in junior high school. Dancing 
down the hallways between classes. 
Pretending you were the queen of England 
or some stupid thing.

PENNY
I was just having fun. You used to think 
it was funny.

HELEN
Yes, it was. It was funny in junior high 
school. But there’s a time when you have 
to grow up.
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PENNY
(bittersweet)

Well, congratulations, Helen. You’re all 
grown up.

Penny turns and exits.

INT. THE RETIREMENT HOME / ACTIVITY ROOM - DAY

PENNY sits on the arm of a couch holding court before a 
group of men paying varying degrees of attention to her 
based on their relative mental states.

PENNY
...So don’t any of you even try to get me 
to go back to Rome until after the 
tourist season! Live like a local, that’s 
my motto. Well, a wealthy local.

The men who are following her laugh as Penny beams at the 
attention. Then from the corner of her eye Penny spies 
HELEN entering the room from the far end. Penny’s smile 
fades. She quickly composes herself as she turns back to 
the men.

PENNY (CONT’D)
If you’ll excuse me, gentlemen. I’m 
afraid I’ve caught a chill.

As Penny rises and moves to exit, creepy WALTER pipes up.

WALTER
I’ve got some Tiger Balm I can run on ya!

Penny shoots a short, defeated glance at Helen who wears 
a long trench coat. Out of earshot of the men Penny drops 
her “grand” voice and uses her real one.

PENNY
I guess you win again. (THEN) Hope you 
don’t get cold.

Helen rears back as she looks to Penny. As she opens her 
mouth we hear a STRONG GENTILE SOUTHERN DIALECT.

HELEN
Why, aren’t you Penny Carter? Of the 
Carter oil dynasty?

Penny stops in her tracks and looks at Helen confused. 
Suddenly Helen throws off her trench coat and reveals a 
ridiculously ornate gown. She poses momentarily until a 
thought pops into her head.
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HELEN (CONT’D)
Oop...

She reaches down and fishes in a pocket of the trench 
coat. She pulls out a TIARA, stands and puts it on her 
head.

HELEN (CONT’D)
Why, it’s Helen. Helen Rutherford 
Carlisle Edwards. (THEN) Princess of 
Novia Scotia.

Penny’s eyes light up.

PENNY
Why your highness! I’m sorry. It’s been 
so long.

HELEN
(heartfelt)

Yes. Too long.
(composing herself)

Why I do believe the last time we crossed 
paths was in Monte Carlo.

PENNY
Of course! And, as I recall, you had 
Warren Beatty on your arm.

HELEN
(conspiratorially)

That’s not all I had him on.

Helen offers her arm to Penny who takes it and the two 
exit.

ARTHUR
Oh, boy. When can we ever get a normal 
dame in here? (THEN) I got first dibs on 
smelling that rain coat!
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