
INT. ACTING CLASS SPACE - NIGHT

JULIE walks tentatively into the room, her head on a 
swivel as she checks out the space. She moves to the 
seating area and takes a seat near AXEL. Axel looks up 
from the material he’s been studying.

AXEL
Hi! I’m Axel.

Julie turns to him.

JULIE
Oh, hello. My name’s Julie.

She extends a hand. He goes to shake hers and his pages 
go flying out of his hands.

JULIE (CONT’D)
Oh, I’m sorry.

Axel makes a “physical mnemonic”.

AXEL
Let me guess - you’re “Hurricane Helen?”

Julie is dumbfounded.

JULIE
Excuse me?

AXEL
Uhh... warm-up game. You’ve probably 
never... “Hi! I’m Axel!”

JULIE
Yeah, I’m pretty sure we covered that.

AXEL
Yes we did. And the papers were - yup - 
that was on me.

JULIE
(earnestly)

And a few on me.

AXEL
Yup. Soo... my bad.

An awkward beat.
AXEL (CONT’D)

So is this your first 
class?

JULIE
What time does the class 
start?
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They both laugh slightly.

AXEL
In about 5. (beat) Minutes.

JULIE
I kind of assumed.

AXEL
Yeah.

Awkward.

JULIE
And, yes - it’s my first class.

AXEL
Oh! Great! It’s a really great class. 
You’ll like it. Probably. I mean 
hopefully you’ll like it. I do. That’s 
why I come. To this class.

Julie gives him a look.

AXEL (CONT’D)
Please talk. If you talk then I won’t. 
That would be good.

JULIE
Well I’m not sure how to know if it’s 
actually good or not.

AXEL
(more curt than he expected)

Because you don’t have any opinions? (OFF 
HER LOOK) Again - you speak now...?

JULIE
It’s just - well this is my first acting 
class.

AXEL
Ever?

JULIE
Ever.

AXEL
Whoa - you’re a virgin!?! Is it 5 minutes 
yet?

JULIE
Umm... I don’t think so.
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She leans toward him conspiratorialy.

JULIE (CONT’D)
This isn’t... you know - part of the 
class is it? Like are you actually the 
teacher and just testing me?

Despite himself, Axel continues to get in deeper.

AXEL
Well look at you! Figuring that all out. 
All by yourself. Your very attractive 
self.

JULIE
So, how am I doing?

AXEL
(unnecessarily loud)

A lot better than me!?!

JULIE
It’s really cool how all the other 
students played along. I totally would 
never have guessed you’re the teacher.

AXEL
That’s because I’m such a great actor! 
Right? That makes sense.

The real teacher walks in.

AXEL (CONT’D)
Oh, look - it’s my assistant!

JULIE
Wow, you have an assistant?

AXEL
I sure do. He’s great! In fact, I think 
I’ll let him take over for me tonight. 
I’ll just act like I’m a regular student. 
Don’t say anything - might put too much 
pressure on him.
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