
INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

JANET tidies up the apartment. STEVE slumps out of a 
bedroom wearing messy pajamas and bed-head hairdo. JANET 
turns.

JANET
What are you doing?

STEVE
(stops)

Well, guessing by your tone of voice - 
probably something wrong.

JANET
Why aren't you ready?

STEVE
Yep. No way I’m gonna win this argument. 
(THEN) Sooo, what are we actually arguing 
about?

STEVE heads toward and into the kitchen.

JANET
Oh my god, don't tell me you forgot!?

STEVE
Of course I didn’t forget.

JANET
You have no idea what I’m talking about, 
do you?

STEVE
Not a clue.

JANET
My parents are coming over!

STEVE
Yup. I forgot.

JANET
Change! Shower! Shower then change!

STEVE
(looks in mirror)

Ooohh. Can't argue with that logic.

STEVE opens refrigerator door.

JANET
What are you doing?
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STEVE
My attitude is, if you got time to shower 
then you got time for a "Shower Beer." 
(THEN) Not to be confused with a "Beer 
Shower." Learned that one the hard way.

JANET
Fine. Just hurry up! My parents will be 
here --

DOORBELL RING.

JANET (CONT’D)
Now, apparently. Quick, just --

JANET motions toward the bathroom. STEVE, beer in hand, 
swings refrigerator door closed as the DOOR TO THE 
APARTMENT OPENS. STEVE's hand, never having left the door 
handle, swings it back open as he swings his head back in 
the refrigerator.

PHYLLIS
(entering)

We're heeere!

FRANK
Sorry, honey - I've tried to tell to your 
mother to respect your space.

PHYLLIS
Oh, pish, posh, Frank. It's not like 
Janet has anything to hide from us.

Steve sinks down near the floor while still having his 
head stuck in the refrigerator, his body hidden from the 
living room by a half-height wall.

FRANK
I know, but this is her apartment and her 
life. It’s not our place to tell her (TO 
JANET) -- honey, you left your 
refrigerator open.

Frank starts to move toward the kitchen but is 
practically tackled by Janet.

JANET
And I'll take care of that, Dad! After 
all, like you said -- it's my apartment. 
Where I'm living. All alone.
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FRANK
Living on your own's not cheap these 
days, honey. You shouldn't be wasting 
electricity like that.

PHYLLIS
You gonna make her turn the light off 
while she's reading?

FRANK
I didn't say turn it off. I just wondered 
if maybe the lamp had a lower setting is 
all.

PHYLLIS
Your father, J.P. Morgan.

JANET
Gotcha, J.P.! Well, let me take care of 
that refrigerator issue while you guys, I 
don't know - go put your coats in the 
closet.

Janet enters the kitchen as her parents start to move 
toward the coat closet near the entrance.

JANET (CONT’D)
Not that closet! (they turn to her 
confused) That closet's for any old riff-
raff in off the streets. Go ahead and put 
them in my bedroom closet.

Steve swats furiously at Janet's ankles.

JANET (CONT’D)
I mean leave them on my bed!! (the 
parents turn again) My closet's just 
stuffed with... all my pretty, girlie 
clothes. Yup, don't even try opening it 
up.

The parents exit.

JANET (CONT’D)
Okay, "Ostrich Boy" you can close the 
door now.

STEVE
I think I've got a mild case of 
frostbite.

JANET
Unless you want a severe case of "Dad-
Bite" you better get out!
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She starts to bull-rush him toward the front door.

STEVE
Wait. Your Dad is gonna bite me?

JANET
Whatever. Just...

PHYLLIS (O.S.)
Honey, who's your friend?

Janet and Steve turn, deer-in-headlights, seeing Phyllis 
exiting the bedroom as Frank comes in behind her.

JANET
My...?

PHYLLIS
The young man standing next to you? Who 
apparently works nights.

JANET
Of course, this young man!

PHYLLIS
(sotto to Frank)

I told you they shouldn’t have legalized 
marijuana.

JANET
Uh, this is... uh...

STEVE
Steve. Hi. Nice to meet you.

(JANET GLARES AT HIM - sotto 
to Janet)

I don't need a fake name if you haven't 
told them about me!

FRANK
Hello, Steve. We're Janet's parents. I'm 
Frank, and this is my wife, Phyllis.

PHYLLIS
You don't need to tell him I'm your wife, 
honey. I'm pretty sure saying we're 
Janet's parents covers that.

FRANK
It's just a figure of speech.

com-065-tvm-unexpected-parents-visit 4.

© 2017 Acting on Action | Lot 49



PHYLLIS
Oh, of course. Like "my car" or "my 
house". I guess Steve needs to know you 
own a wife as well.

JANET
That's my parents all right. Still trying 
to solve the woman's rights issues from 
the 60's. (THEN, sotto) Give it a rest, 
Mom!

FRANK
Are you a neighbor of Janet's then, 
Steve, or did you drive over wearing 
that?

STEVE
Ooh, ho! Wow, that would be... ridiculous 
wouldn't it. Which means, of course I'm a 
neighbor. And I just stopped by to 
(notices the beer still in his hand) 
replace the beer I borrowed from Janet 
last week.

FRANK
Well, that's very considerate of you, 
Steve.

PHYLLIS
(laughs lightly)

And you couldn't just give her a six-
pack? Perhaps you're related to Frank 
here.

STEVE
Well... that would be something, wouldn't 
it?

JANET
(to Steve)

Something?

STEVE
So... here you go, Janet. Your beer. I 
guess I should leave now. To my 
apartment. Near here.

JANET
Okay... Steve. I'm sorry it's raining 
out.
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