
INT. STUDIO STAGE - CRAFTY TABLE - DAY

ALEX makes himself a coffee at the crafty table as ERICA 
breezes in, upbeat attitude, unwrapping herself from an 
assortment of scarves.

ERICA
Hey, Alex. Good morning!

ALEX
Morning.

Erica pauses in passing.

ERICA
Just “morning?” Not a “good morning.”

ALEX
(sotto)

That didn’t take long.

ERICA
Hmm? (laughs lightly) I’m just playing. 
See you soon. 

CAMERON enters with an exaggerated casualness.

CAMERON
(to room)

Yo! Hey everyone!

Various voices respond.

ALEX
(sotto)

And look who just arrived. What a 
surprise.

Cameron moves to the crafty table and grabs a doughnut.

CAMERON
Hey, good morning, Alex!

ALEX
Cam.

CAMERON
So I am ready for you to direct the hell 
out of me today, boss man.

ALEX
I’ll keep that in mind.
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CAMERON
So, am I the first one here?

Alex’s eyes shift to the multitude of crew working in the 
area.

ALEX
Uhhh… not exactly.

CAMERON
Oh! Gotcha! No, I meant of the actors. (a 
bit too loud) There’s no way I’d ever get 
here before the crew. Hey, man -- they 
actually work for a living.

Out of Cam’s earshot the BEST BOY deadpans to a GRIP.

BEST BOY
Oh, look, Marcus. What a humble actor 
we’ve got working for us. I feel so much 
better about my chronic sleep 
deprivation.

CAMERON
So, first actor on set, huh? 

ALEX
Afraid not.

CAMERON
(bad fake surprise)

I’m not! Wow. That’s a shock.

ALEX
Yeahhh. Afraid Erica just beat you here. 
In fact, I’m surprised you didn’t see her 
in the parking lot.

CAMERON
(deer in headlights)

What? Oh. Umm. Yeah. Yeah, was probably -- 
my agent! (OFF HIS LOOK) I was talking to 
my agent. About…

ALEX
Acting stuff…?

CAMERON
Yes! You got it boss man. Guess that’s 
why you run the show and (again too loud) 
I’m just an actor happy to be given the 
chance to --
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ALEX
Yeah, you should probably go to make-up.

CAMERON
Right.

As Cam exits we go back to the Best Boy.

BEST BOY
Better double check the rigging, Marcus. 
Don’t want one of these lights to 
accidentally crush our beloved star.

EARLE enters and moves to the table. Alex, meanwhile 
confers with his Script Supervisor.

EARLE
Alex. Jen.

Alex and Jen turn nod to Earle. Jen leaves Alex some 
colored pages and exits. Alex sits in a director’s chair 
as Earle opens an old time metal lunch box and fills it 
with doughnuts. This catches Alex’s attention.

ALEX
We can get more doughnuts if they run 
out.

EARLE
(looking up)

Hmm? 

ALEX
Doughnuts. More where these came from.

EARLE
Oh. Oh! Yes. (looking at his lunch box) 
Habit I guess. Too many years of working 
background. Once they were gone - they 
were gone.

ALEX
(taken aback)

Wow. That’s… shitty. I feel like I should 
have known that.

EARLE
Should I…

Earle indicates putting doughnuts back.

ALEX
(shaking his head)

Hmmm, I’m gonna go with “nope!”
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Earle nods and starts to move, then suddenly stops.

EARLE
Hey, I heard we got an awesome Guest Star 
this week. Tell me Ralph Fiennes said 
yes.

ALEX
Afraid Ralph is still having a hard time 
committing to a multi-camera sitcom about 
an up-and-coming white rapper, starring 
an up-and-coming white rapper. Boggles 
the mind, doesn’t it?

EARLE
Shoot. Well, I won’t give up hope.

ALEX
Landing your first major role at 74 - 
that I believe.

EARLE
So… who’d we get? A big time film star? 
Or, wait -- is the network doing one of 
those cool cross-show promotions like 
they did back in the day with Friends and 
ER?

ALEX
Neither, actually. No, umm, I’m… happy to 
say that our big guest star this week is 
Ron Bee.

EARLE
(shaking his head)

Sorry, I haven’t heard of him. Is he a 
theater guy? 

ALEX
Theater? That would be nice. I could work 
with a theater actor.

EARLE
Sooo…

ALEX
Oh, no. I’m afraid Ron Bee isn’t a movie 
star, a series regular, or a proper stage 
actor. But the good news is -- he’s the 
field goal kicker for the Cleveland 
Browns. Sooo… that’s pretty special.
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