
INT. MAKE-UP ROOM - DAY

CHERIE enters carrying a large plastic bag. BRIAN sits in 
the chair being worked on by DIANA.

BRIAN
What succulent bounty has your soil 
brought forth for us today, Cherie.

Diana makes a face ‘re Brian’s phrasing.

CHERIE
Pomegranates. 

BRIAN
(tilting his head to the 
others)

“Tempting.”

CHERIE
Help yourselves. 

Cherie starts to take off her outer garments and put them 
in a pile in the corner.

BRIAN
Wow. That’s a… “tempting” offer, Cherie.

The two ladies stop their activity and stare at Brian. 
Finally…

DIANA
Might as well say it. You know we’re not 
gonna get it.

BRIAN
“Tempting…” Like what the serpent did in 
the garden of Eden. You know -- he 
“tempted” Eve.

DIANA
Aaaand…

BRIAN
You know -- it was a pomegranate. 

DIANA
What was a pomegranate?

BRIAN
What the serpent tempted Eve with. 
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DIANA
Then why did my priest (preacher) always 
call it an apple? And why does the Bible 
call it an apple? 

BRIAN
Actually the Bible only refers to the 
“tree of knowledge.” It doesn’t actually 
use the word apple.

DIANA
So it doesn’t use the word “pomegranate” 
either then?

BRIAN
Well, no, but…

DIANA
(holding a long pencil near 
his face)

You know better than to argue the Bible 
with a Latina woman when she’s about to 
work on your eyes, don’t you?

BRIAN
It… could have been an apple.

DIANA
Mmm, hmm. That’s what I thought.

CHERIE
Diana - you’ve got kids. Take a few.

DIANA
Afraid my kids aren’t big on anything 
that takes them longer to get the fruit 
out than to eat it. “Mamma, can’t you get 
bananas without the peel?”

MAKEBA breezes in.

MAKEBA
Morning, all!

They all reply, including…

DIANA
Morning, Makeba.

MAKEBA
Sorry I’m late, Diana.
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DIANA
You’re fine. Alex says we’re pushed back 
an hour, anyway.

MAKEBA
Oh, good.

CHERIE
Of course you did miss Diana almost 
giving Brian a tattoo on his eye.

MAKEBA
Here we go.

CHERIE
Apparently a little bit of knowledge can 
be dangerous. (THEN) Oh, wow. That works 
two ways.

MAKEBA
Let me guess -- Wikipedia boy was trying 
to school the Catholic (Baptist) on the 
good word.

Cherie raises her eyes.

BRIAN
Come on, girls. You’re making way too 
much of this. Makeba, you know the Bible -
-

MAKEBA
Hold on! Cause I’m black I’m supposed to 
know the Bible? 

BRIAN
That’s not what I meant.

MAKEBA
Okay, well I do happen to know the Bible. 
But… slippery slope -- that’s all I’m 
saying.

BRIAN
You know how the Adam and Eve were told 
to --

MAKEBA
At what point are you going to realize 
you’re not gonna help your case any at 
this point. Read the room, son.

Beat.
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BRIAN
All I meant --

Groans and eye rolls from the women as we CUT to…

INT. STUDIO STAGE - DAY

JUDE approaches ALEX who is busy studying colored pages.

JUDE
Alex.

Alex looks up, and stands straighter.

ALEX
Morning, Mr. Schoch.

JUDE
Please, Alex -- I’ve told you, Jude is 
fine.

ALEX
Of course. Sorry, Jude. 

JUDE
I know I’m a “suit.” But here at NBC 
we’re all team players. 

ALEX
Certainly. 

JUDE
So I was looking over the new pages.

ALEX
Yeah, I think they did a pretty good job. 
Especially seeing as we’ll be using a…

Alex notices Jude’s growing look of concern.

ALEX (CONT’D)
Umm… you know, a… non-professional actor 
in the episode.

JUDE
Oh, you mean Ron Bee? Yes. How great is 
that? You know I’m a huge fan of his.

ALEX
Really?

JUDE
Yes. I’m from Cleveland, originally. 
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ALEX
Well, there it is.

JUDE
So, I love the part where Ron comes into 
the store to get some parts to fix his 
sink.

ALEX
Great.

JUDE
But, I was just thinking…

ALEX
(sotto)

Oookay…

JUDE
Wouldn’t it be funnier if he came in 
looking to buy some… ummm… (looks around, 
then lower) feminine hygiene products?

ALEX
You want him to buy tampons?

JUDE
Yeah.

ALEX
At a hardware store?

JUDE
Yeah.

ALEX
Sorry. What aisle would they be in?

JUDE
Oh, no. No, you see that’s the funny 
part. We don’t actually carry the… 
(looking around)

ALEX
Tampons? 

JUDE
Yeah. 

ALEX
Well, that part would make sense. Sooo… 
why does he go into a store named “Will’s 
Hardware” looking for tampons?
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JUDE
Oh, it doesn’t actually have to be 
tampons. It could be pads. Whichever you 
think would be funnier.

ALEX
Well, I think either of them would be a 
funny thing to look for in a hardware 
store. If by funny, you meant, I don’t 
know, completely ridiculous?

JUDE
Oh, great -- so you get it.

ALEX
I… dooo… get it. 

JUDE
I don’t want to bother the writers yet. 
Maybe you can just play around with it a 
little on set once Ron’s here.

ALEX
Well, that’s something that could be a 
fun change of pace from our usual, you 
know, sticking to a schedule.

JUDE
Great. I’ll let you know if I come up 
with anything else. 

ALEX
I’m looking forward to that.

JUDE
(exiting)

Man, I love show business!

ALEX
Man, I hate show business.

(sees Cherie outside make-up)
Cherie! (goes to her) Got a slight change 
of plans… 

SLAM CUT TO:

INT. MAKE-UP ROOM - DAY

MAKEBA
The fuuuck?!

CHERIE
Tell me about it.
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MAKEBA
I know football players are stupid, but --

BRIAN
Actually --

MAKEBA
You’re still on a time-out, young man.

CHERIE
Jesus Christ. At my age it’s hard enough 
memorizing the written lines. Now we’re 
adding improv? 

BRIAN
How old are you, Cherie?

CHERIE
(shoots him a stern look)

You ever want to get out of that time-
out?

MAKEBA
(to Cherie)

Don’t worry, honey. I got your back. Just 
cause we have to improv doesn’t mean all 
of us need to have more lines. Just give 
them some of your amazing reactions and 
you’ll be golden. Besides, Brian is more 
than happy to help carry the scene. 
Aren’t you Brian? It’s okay. You can talk 
now.

BRIAN
Anything I can do to help.

MAKEBA
See? One big happy family.

Diana, who’s been standing between Brian and the mirror 
while working on him spins his chair toward the center of 
the room and the other women.

DIANA
What do you think, ladies?

We see she’s drawn SINISTER ARCHES above his eyebrows 
making him look like a cartoon character. The ladies 
react with smirks and muffled laughter.

BRIAN
What?
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