
INT. STUDIO STAGE / SITCOM ICE CREAM PARLOR - DAY

CHERIE carries a tray with 2 milk shakes to a booth in 
which CAMERON and ERICA are seated. She passes them out.

CHERIE
One strawberry shake for the lady. And a 
double chocolate deluxe for the 
gentleman.

ERICA
Thanks, Cherie!

CHERIE
You’re welcome, doll (honey).

CAMERON
Hey, Cherie -- what makes the shake 
“double chocolate deluxe?”

CHERIE
(putting down their bill)

The price, kid.

Cam looks at the bill. 

CAMERON
Wow! Next time I think I’ll go for the 
“single chocolate… affordable” version.

ERICA
Don’t worry, Cam -- today it’s my treat!

CAMERON
Wow. Thanks, babe.

CHERIE
Be careful, dearie. Give ‘em an inch and 
they’ll take your double-wide in the 
divorce.

ERICA
I’m not worried. Besides, I know a 
certain up-and-coming rap star who’s 
about to… “explode!”

Erica does a lame “blow-up” gesture.

CAMERON
Uh, babe - it’s “blow up.”

ERICA
Oh, yeah. 

(to Cherie)
(MORE)
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So, Cherie -- guess what up=and=coming 
rap star is going to play at the new Hot 
Topic opening?

Cherie is (unexpectedly) a huge rap fan.

CHERIE
Don’t tell me it’s Snoop Dog?!? He is 
totally my favorite dog.

CAMERON
I know, right?

ERICA
(slightly exasperated)

What is it with everyone and Snoop? No! 
It’s Cam! He’s gonna be explo-- blowing 
up the house! (THEN) And by house I mean 
the mall.

CHERIE
Wooowww. Congratulations, kid. Say, you 
know who else got their start singing in 
malls? Britney Spears.

CAMERON
Who?

ERICA
Who?

CHERIE
(aside)

The kids these days! Don’t even know the 
musical pioneers. I guess I may as well 
give up on any “Tiffany” references.

Audience laughter and applause, then…

ALEX
Cut!

Various personnel move about the set as the actors relax. 
Alex moves onto the set as Erica and Cam rise from their 
table.

ERICA
Alex, I love that joke about Britney 
Spears.

ALEX
Yeah, it’s a good one.

Though he tries to hide it, Cam looks a little ill-at-
ease.

ERICA (CONT'D)
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CAMERON
Yeah. (exhales) Britney. 

Alex (as usual) picks up on Cam’s tone. He discreetly 
turns his head and says sotto to Cam…

ALEX
I’ll tell you later.

CAMERON
(sotto)

Thanks!

Alex turns and looks out.

ALEX
Is Brian ready yet?

BRIAN (O.S.)
Right here, Boss Man!

Brian emerges from the shadows and moves onto the set.

ALEX
So, apparently our guest star is going to 
be a bit late.

BRIAN
Oh, shit. That sucks. Stuck in traffic?

ALEX
Well… maybe. Do they have traffic in 
Costa Rica? 

BRIAN
Umm… yeah, uh, not sure. Is that by the 
airport?

ALEX
Technically it’s a little closer to… 
Central America. But, hey -- hopefully an 
airport’s gonna be in the mix at some 
point.

BRIAN
Wow. (beat) Did you know that in order to 
build the Panama Canal --

ALEX
(holding up a finger)

Gonna -- put a pin in that one --

Brian nods.
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BRIAN
What do you need me to do?

ALEX
Can you walk through the hardware store 
scene for me? (OFF HIS LOOK) As Ron.

BRIAN
Oh, yeah. Sure, boss man.

JUDE (O.S.)
Sorry, Alex?

Alex turns, tries to peer into the shadows beyond the 
brightly lit set. JUDE comes into view stepping onto the 
set.

JUDE (CONT’D)
I don’t want to step on any toes here…

ALEX
Hey. No worries here. Wore my steel toe 
boots today. (OFF THEIR BLANK STARES) 
Sooo…

JUDE
(turning to Brian)

Hello, Brian. I’m Jude. I work for the 
network.

BRIAN
Oh, course. Your reputation precedes you. 
Very nice to meet you, Mr. Schoch.

ALEX
Actually, Brian - Jude prefers to be 
called just Jude. Not “Just Jude”, just… 
you know, I’m gonna just let -- wow! 
Apparently I can’t form a logical 
sentence any more.

JUDE
Brian, we feel it’s important to 
establish an environment that’s 
supportive to our employees.

BRIAN
That’s great.

Brian gets a sudden thought and makes an awkward “hash 
tag” sign with his hands.

BRIAN (CONT’D)
“Me too!”
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ALEX
(sotto)

Oh, boy.

JUDE
Sorry?

ALEX
Brian, actually that --

BRIAN
(repeating gesture)

“Me too!” I’m with you, man. Jude. Jude 
man. 

JUDE
(turning to Alex for help)

I’m sorry. I’m afraid I may be missing 
something here…?

ALEX
Oookaayy! So we’re all ready to -- I 
don’t know -- get back to work?

BRIAN
Right-o, boss man.

JUDE
Oh! Actually that’s what I meant to 
mention to you, Brian. Maybe, in the 
spirit of equal creative input -- you 
should just refer to Alex as, well, Alex.

BRIAN
(snaps both fingers and 
points them at Jude)

You got it, boss man.

ALEX
Uh, Brian -- I think what Jude is trying 
to get across here is --

JUDE
You know -- that kind of works. I mean. 
We’re all equal, of course. But, I’m 
mean, what the heck. Only one of us 
actually writes the checks around here. 
That seems -- ?

ALEX
Makes total sense to me, boss man.
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JUDE
(turning away)

Boss man. Yeah.

Alex leads Brian away to the…

INT. STUDIO STAGE / SITCOM HARDWARE STORE - CONTINUOUS

ALEX
So I need you to come in, look around for 
a beat or two. Then go to the counter and 
peer around looking to see if anyone’s in 
the back. Finally, ring the bell and go 
from there.

BRIAN
Go from there.

ALEX
Yeah. This is the section Jude wants to 
us to “play around with.” You remember. 
Your good buddy. “Boss man.”

BRIAN
But, I’m not playing “Brian” right?

ALEX
Yeah. You’re “Ron.” Ace field goal kicker 
who’s kicked one field goal.

BRIAN
(going into “actor” mode)

Okay. Okay. I kick field goals. What else 
do I kick? Maybe I kick my dog. No that’s 
too mean. A cat maybe. Oh! Maybe I’ve 
“kicked the habit!” He’s got a dark past. 
No one on his team knows it --

ALEX
How about we just start off with “Hello? 
Could I get some help here, please?”

BRIAN
Okay. Going old school. Keeping his 
demons hidden down deep. I like it.

Alex starts to walk away.

ALEX
(to himself)

I’m so glad. (THEN) Places! And… Action!

Brian enters the hardware store as instructed. Finally…
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BRIAN
Hello? Could I get some help here please?

Suddenly CHERIE steps out from behind the “back” of the 
counter area. Instead of the bright ice cream parlor polo 
shirt she’s wearing a dark green hardware store polo. The 
AUDIENCE REACTS.

CHERIE
You want to keep ringing my bell, come by 
after hours. I’ll put you to work.

On the side of the set ALEX reacts.

ALEX
Uhh… Cherie…??

CHERIE
(breaks character and peers 
out at Alex)

Too much? 

ALEX
Well, since we’re still aiming for that 
all-important age 9-13 demographic, maybe 
you want to ratchet back the femme fatale 
routine.

CHERIE
Right. Sorry, I just -- listen the last 
time I did improv was with Budd Friedman.

ALEX
(gets it)

Wow. That’s actually… very cool.

CHERIE
We had a different crowd then. You know?

ALEX
I get it. But seeing as our audience 
isn’t New York’s alcoholic avant guarde -- 
in the 50’s -- maybe you should just go 
with, I don’t know -- “Can I help you?” 

CHERIE
Oh, yeah. I like that. 

ALEX
I like it too. Let’s go from Brian’s “2.”

Cherie nods and returns to the “back room.”
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