
INT. STUDIO STAGE - DAY

ALEX and JUDE sit in director’s chairs near the edge of 
the Ice Cream Parlor set.

JUDE
You know I’ve never understood why they 
call these “director’s chairs?” Why not 
“producer’s chairs?”

Jude’s eyes light up as he sees someone across the room. 
He rises and starts to move away.

JUDE (CONT’D)
Oh my gosh -- she’s actually here!

ALEX
(sotto)

Maybe cause they were designed for 
directors to sit in.

Across the soundstage MICHELE enters like she’s walking 
onto a yacht. She holds a large Starbucks drink between 
her hands, warming them and sipping from it periodically. 
Jude moves towards her with a funny quickened step. Alex 
begrudgingly moves off his chair toward the two.

JUDE
Michele! We’re so glad to have you!

MICHELE
(extending a hand)

Myron - now how is it you’re looking so 
much younger than the last time I saw 
you?

JUDE
Oh, no. It’s Jude. I’m Myron’s son.

MICHELE
(to Alex)

He’s kidding, right?
(to Jude)

Now I know the sight of someone who’s in 
charge when I see them, and last time I 
checked that was your daddy. What’s going 
on? You ask for a television studio for 
your birthday or something?

JUDE
Oh, no, no. But as a matter of fact I 
have recently been promoted to… well, 
let’s just say I’m being a little more 
“hands on” than the other producers. 
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MICHELE
“Hands on?” Oohh -- careful, naughty boy. 
Don’t make me cry “sexual harassment.” 
Just kidding.

She slaps his ass. Beat.

MICHELE (CONT’D)
Oops. Guess we’re even.

Michele starts to walk away.

ALEX
Michele. Hey, I’m Alex. The director and… 
(with a side glance at Jude) actual 
showrunner.

MICHELE
Oohh! Well good for you.

She turns away again til Alex’s voice stops her.

ALEX
Uh, sorry to… hold you up from… whatever -
- but, did you happen to bring a few 
wardrobe options? Pretty sure someone let 
you know. I think we’re looking for 
upscale casual.

MICHELE
Oh, aren’t you adorable. Yeah, honey, let 
me give you a little tip. When you’re at 
the top of the ladder -- you don’t bring 
your own paint can.

JUDE
Of course you don’t, Michele. I’m sure 
there was just some sort of mix-up.

MICHELE
You bring your own little Mexican and let 
him do the painting.

ALEX
Pretty sure that’s kinda racist.

MICHELE
Honey, this is Los Angeles. You find me a 
painter who’s not Mexican -- I’ll buy ya 
a burrito.

Michele turns on her heels and touches Jude as she exits.
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MICHELE (CONT’D)
What do liberals hate more than Trump? 
Facts. 

She takes a few steps then suddenly stops in her tracks, 
turns and faces the guys with a motion…

MICHELE (CONT’D)
Mic drop.

She turns and exits.

ALEX
(flabbergasted)

Wow.

JUDE
Yeah. (beat) Isn’t she amazing?!

INT. STUDIO STAGE - ICE CREAM PARLOR SET - LATER

A WARDROBE ASSISTANT comes up to Alex as he’s directing a 
scene.

ALEX
On that line, Cherie, I need you to give 
us a little more of the blue-collar tough 
chick vibe.

CHERIE
You mean like this?

Cherie makes a face.

ALEX
That’ll do. And don’t forget to make the 
arm gesture.

CHERIE
Oh, yeah.

WARDROBE ASSISTANT
Alex?

ALEX
Hang on.

WARDROBE ASSISTANT
Umm, sir?
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ALEX
One sec. Okay, let’s take it from 
Makeba’s line: “Negative two dollars and 
seventy five cents.” Aaand action!

MAKEBA
Negative two dollars and seventy five 
cents.

Cherie FLIPS THE BIRD as she says --

CHERIE
Those guys!

Semi-stifled LAUGHTER from the CREW is heard.

ALEX
Cut! Uh, Cherie -- how about we just go 
with…

He demonstrates the correct gesture.

CHERIE
Oh, yeah, sure. What did I do?

ALEX
Just -- okay let’s go again from --

WARDROBE ASSISTANT
Uh, Alex, I’m sorry, but --

ALEX
(to the crew)

Okay, hold.
(to the assistant)

What’s up?

WARDROBE ASSISTANT
So, Yvonne said that she’s sorry but it’s 
been really hard finding something under 
such short notice for Michele’s outfit.

ALEX
Fine. Whatever you guys have. Remember -- 
upscale casual.

WARDROBE ASSISTANT
Upscale casual. Yeah.

The assistant leaves looking very unsure of the 
situation. Suddenly the door to the Ice Cream Parlor 
swings open and Michele steps in and leans provocatively 
against the door frame. 
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She’s wearing a ridiculously gaudy and strange outfit 
that looks like it was assembled from cast-offs in the 
“Miami Vice” bin.

MICHELE
Cleopatra eat your heart out!

Michele apparently loves the outfit. From the edge of the 
set Jude’s eyes flash in approval.

JUDE
Oh, man that’s hot!

Jude quickly looks around hoping no one heard him. 
Cherie, meanwhile, slumps down onto one of the stools. 

CHERIE
Great. Another scene no one will notice 
me in.

ALEX
(to himself)

Why did I expect anything different?
(takes a deep breath)

Hi, Michele! Glad you could find us. 
You’re actually not in this scene, 
though, so, I don’t know -- maybe -- have 
a seat?

Michele slides herself into a booth in the parlor.

MICHELE
Sure, honey. 

(to Cherie)
Say, sweetie -- how about you or your 
girl there fetch Mamma a fresh cup of 
joe.

MAKEBA
(shocked)

Her girl?!?

Alex rushes to intercede.

ALEX
Oohoohoohookay! Didn’t actually mean sit 
on set -- strange enough.

MICHELE
Wait, you’re shooting here?

ALEX
Well that would help explain all the 
cameras and lights.
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MICHELE
Honey, no offense, but have none of y’all 
ever actually been in a hardware store? 

Alex takes Michele’s arm and lifts and escorts her off 
the set to a chair.

ALEX
Ahh. Of course. No, that’s actually a 
completely different set. It’s pretty 
easy to spot. It looks like, well, a 
hardware store.

MICHELE
So you’re not shooting my scene? 

ALEX
You know, as much as I wish we could be 
shooting the heck out of you right now, 
I’m afraid we’ve just got to stick to the 
old schedule.

MICHELE
I see. Fine. I shall wait. But just so 
we’re clear, I usually drink at lunch. 
And I eat an early lunch.

ALEX
I really wish I considered that a major 
obstacle at this point.

Jude joins them.

JUDE
Michele? Would you do me the honor of 
allowing me to join you while you wait to 
grace us with your talent?

MICHELE
Why not. If you’re lucky the percocets 
won’t wear off before that charm of yours 
does.

RON BEE walks by, pausing.

RON
Hi, I’m just a regular guy who likes to 
kick balls. Superballs. Superbowls. It’s 
a team effort. I kick the winning balls.
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