
INT. COFFEE SHOP/RESTAURANT - DAY

NIMAAH, early 30’s -- a tall attractive Middle-Eastern 
woman, sits at a round bar top table going over papers as 
she eats. The place is crowded. WEBBER, mid 20’s, clean 
cut guy, stands nearby holding his food as he scans the 
place looking for an open spot. He notices Nimaah’s table 
and approaches.

WEBBER
Hey. Sorry. 

NIMAAH
(looking up)

Hmm?

WEBBER
Could I share your table? Kind of crowded 
today.

NIMAAH
Oh, uh, sure.

She moves her papers closer to herself giving Webber room 
to put his stuff down.

WEBBER
(sitting)

Thanks.

NIMAAH
No problem.

She refocuses on her papers. We can see something’s on 
Webber’s mind. He tries to push it aside and digs a fork 
into his food. But before he lifts it up…

WEBBER
It’s a… it’s a negative expression.

NIMAAH
(glancing up)

Huh? Sorry, did you --

WEBBER
“No problem.” The word “problem” is a 
negative word. 

NIMAAH
(confused)

I don’t…

WEBBER
Sorry, I know people say it all the time. 
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NIMAAH
Okay…?

WEBBER
It’s just that, when people ask for 
something and you reply with “no problem” 
or “no worries” you’re kind of saying 
there are potentially problems, or 
worries.

NIMAAH
Except when you say “no” problem. Sorry, 
I know English isn’t my first language 
but I’m pretty sure that’s right.

WEBBER
Yeah. Yeah. Technically. It’s just… here -
- let me give you an example. 

NIMAAH
(shaking her head)

Wow.

WEBBER
It’ll be quick, I promise.

NIMAAH
Listen, I really need to --

WEBBER
Just ask me to… uh, pass you the salt.

NIMAAH
I don’t use salt. (LOOKING) And there’s 
no salt on our table.

WEBBER
No, it’s just a --

NIMAAH
Fine. Could you pass the salt… so I can 
get back to work?

WEBBER
No problem.

Beat.

NIMAAH
I don’t get it.

WEBBER
Okay. Just -- now ask me again. Same 
question.
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NIMAAH
Can you pass me the salt?

WEBBER
Sure, I’d be happy to!

He gives her a look. She’s not sure how to respond.

NIMAAH
Okay… so?

WEBBER
Didn’t my second response make you feel 
better?

Beat as she begrudgingly mulls it over.

NIMAAH
Fine. Yes. It was a nicer reply. (THEN) 
Sorry, what’s the point of all this?

WEBBER
Just… I don’t know. I guess since we get 
to say whatever we want, why not say 
something nice?

She gives him a long look as she lets this sink in.

NIMAAH
Fine. Please, join me at my table. Where 
I hope to get my work done.

She turns her attention back to her papers.

WEBBER
(smiling)

Thank you. I will. See how nice --

NIMAAH
Okay, we’re done.

WEBBER
Yup.

Webber smiles to himself as he digs into his food.
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