
INT. MODERN OPEN PLAN OFFICE - MORNING

Sitting at his desk, SHIELDS focuses on his computer 
screen. Someone approaches from his side. There’s an 
awkwardness to their movement which catches his 
attention. He turns and sees a young woman, PARKER, 
carrying a small moving box full of personal items toward 
his work zone.

SHIELDS
Hey. You need a hand?

PARKER
No. I got it. Thanks.

SHIELDS
Sure.

Shields starts to turn back to his computer. Parker stops 
and looks around for a suitable surface to set the box 
on. Shields throws a glance toward her. He spins and 
wheels his chair out from under his work surface toward 
her.

SHIELDS (CONT’D)
Here. Uh, let me.

He pulls another chair out from under the large semi-
circular desk that houses a half dozen workstations.

SHIELDS (CONT’D)
Why don’t you just…

She moves to put the box down on the chair.

PARKER
Thanks. That helps.

SHIELDS
Are you looking for --

PARKER (CONT'D)
Am I in the right place?

They laugh.

PARKER (CONT’D)
Sorry. I’m supposed to be a part of the 
Trellis Group. Am I… ?

SHIELDS
Yeah. This is it. Sorry, I didn’t know we 
were expecting a new addition to our…

PARKER
Yeah. Apparently… Michelle…(?) ended up 
delivering her new addition… ?
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SHIELDS
Whoa. Wow. I had no idea. 

PARKER
Umm… they told me she was three weeks 
past her due date.

SHIELDS
Really. Well, you know she had just been 
so… (mimes big belly) for so long, you 
just start getting used to it. (THEN) It 
would be weirder if she suddenly shows up 
skinny. Like Seth Rogen.

PARKER
Well, she’s probably hoping to be a 
little bit smaller now.

SHIELDS
I can see that. So -- you should probably 
use Michelle’s system, which is the one --

PARKER
With the screen saver of “baby names for 
future winners”?

SHIELDS
Yeah, I’m kinda feeling for that kid 
already.

INT. ANOTHER SCENE TO CUT TO SO THIS ONE ISN’T TOO LONG

INT. MODERN OPEN PLAN OFFICE - LATER

Parker, trying to figure out how to arrange her stuff 
among Michelle’s, stops suddenly and turns to Shields.

PARKER
Wow. I’m sorry. I totally never 
introduced myself. I’m Parker.

She extends a hand. He reaches out to shake.

SHIELDS
Shields. Everyone calls me Shields. 

PARKER
Cause… it’s your name?

SHIELDS
Uhh, nickname. Real name is Gregory. But… 
that’s too formal for, you know, work. 

(MORE)
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How much would everyone hate me if I made 
them call me “Gregory” all day long. 
(SNOOTY ENGLISH ACCENT) “Aaah, Gregory, 
could you be so good as to forward me 
that most recent missive on appropriate 
behavior in the workplace?”

PARKER
Could just go with “Greg.” And no accent.

SHIELDS
Yeah, it’s weird. I’ve never liked that 
name. Even as a kid. But when you’re 
eight years old you aren’t going to tell 
your parents to call you something else. 

Parker tips her head thinking.

PARKER
I guess. So “Gregory” you like --

SHIELDS
Yeah, it’s fine.

PARKER
But too…

SHIELDS
Formal.

PARKER
But “Greg” doesn’t work for you.

SHIELDS
Nope.

PARKER
Soo… how did you get “Shields?”

A look of embarrassment comes over Shields’ face. He 
turns away slightly and moves his computer mouse 
nervously.

SHIELDS
Oh… uh, that’s… I don’t even… it was a, 
uh, a nickname my college roommate came 
up with.

PARKER
Oh. That’s cool. I remember everyone gave 
each other nicknames my freshman year -- 
OH MY GOD IT’S RUBBERS!

Bingo. Shields fairly melts. 

SHIELDS (CONT'D)
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SHIELDS
What? I don’t even…

PARKER
Whoa. Sorry. Not sure if women can get 
fired for… inappropriate comments but not 
looking to find out. Forget I even said 
anything.

Shields is relieved to close the topic.

SHIELDS
No problem. We’re all good.

PARKER
(sotto - but he hears it)

But that is so totally it.

INT. ANOTHER SCENE TO CUT TO SO THIS ONE ISN'T TOO LONG

INT. MODERN OPEN PLAN OFFICE - LATER

Shields looks over his shoulder to Parker.

SHIELDS
So you got the login code I assume.

PARKER
Yup. Kinda why I’ve been, you know, on 
the computer for the last hour.

SHIELDS
Yeah. 

He grabs a business card and hands it to her.

SHIELDS (CONT’D)
Here’s my company e-mail. Can you send me 
a message from the account they assigned 
you so I can add your address to our 
group list?

PARKER
Oh, sure.

She types then presses “enter.”

PARKER (CONT’D)
There you go.

SHIELDS
Got it.
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Shields clicks to open the message then reacts slightly.

SHIELDS (CONT’D)
So, your name is…

Parker, focused on her screen, barely hears him.

PARKER
Hmm?

Turns her head toward him.

PARKER (CONT’D)
Sorry, what?

SHIELDS
Your name. 

PARKER
Yes?

SHIELDS
Well… not exactly “Parker.”

PARKER
It’s my last name.

SHIELDS
Yeahhh…

PARKER
And it’s not something they sell in drug 
stores.

He reacts. Then…

SHIELDS
Okay, but…

PARKER
Yes?

SHIELDS
Why not Jessica? Or Jess?

PARKER
Why not “Greg?”

SHIELDS
Okay…

PARKER
Think about it. How long are people going 
to call me “Jessica?”
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SHIELDS
I don’t know. Maybe --

PARKER
I’ll give you a hint. About as long as 
they’re willing to call you “Gregory.” 
People are lazy. So, within ten minutes 
everyone’s calling me “Jess.”

SHIELDS
And you don’t like “Jess” I’m guessing.

PARKER
“Jess” makes me want to slap people. 
Sooo… steer clear of that -- “Shields.”

SHIELDS
Point taken. 

(sotto - but she can hear it)
Man. All Michelle ever did was eat all 
the doughnuts.

INT. ANOTHER SCENE TO CUT TO SO THIS ONE ISN'T TOO LONG

INT. MODERN OPEN PLAN OFFICE - LATER

Three workers enter at the far end. A pretty redhead, 
DORMYRAH, scopes the work zone situation from afar.

DORMYRAH
Let me guess. The ten pound eagle has 
landed.

ERICA
Fifteen.

Astonished looks from the other two.

ERICA (CONT’D)
She texted me last night. 

RON
Wait! I picked yesterday! Did you get the 
exact time?

ERICA
10:34. But they induced labor so…

RON
That doesn’t matter! That doesn’t matter! 
I had March 4, 10:30pm. The pool’s over, 
like, 500 now!
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ERICA
I don’t know. You’ll have to check with 
the judges.

DORMYRAH
There are judges?

ERICA
I don’t know. I just always wanted to say 
that.

They arrive at the work zone.

ERICA (CONT’D)
Morning, Shields. We missed you at The 
Leafe last night.

SHIELDS
Hey. Yeah, sorry about that.

RON
Dude, you totally missed out on some hot 
babes.

DORMYRAH
Boundaries, Ron. Boundaries.

RON
Man! It’s so hard to party with your 
coworkers at night, then have to behave 
yourself the next day.

ERICA
We appreciate your tremendous sacrifice.

RON
I hope so.

Erica rolls her eyes.

ERICA
So, Shields, who’s the fresh meat?

RON
(sotto)

You know if I said that it’s “hello 
lawsuit.”

SHIELDS
Sorry. 

(pointing)
Erica, Ron, Dormyrah, this is Jeehhhh…

Parker shoots him a sharp look.

com-092-mov-nicknames-cute-meet 7.

© 2017 Acting on Action | Lot 49



RON
Wow. I thought Dorymyrah had a weird 
name.

SHIELDS
“Parker.” This is Parker.

PARKER
Oh my god! You almost said it.

DORMYRAH
Said what?

PARKER
My name.

DORMYRAH
Wait, what?

SHIELDS
Her real name.

PARKER
Parker is my real name. “Shields.”

SHIELDS
Sure. Well, sort of.

DORMYRAH
Wow. I’m totally confused.

PARKER
Soo… I’m “Parker,” you’re, uhh… Erica?

ERICA
Yep.

PARKER
Ron.

RON
You got it.

PARKER
And… Dor… myrah?

DORMYRAH
Wow. You’re good.

RON
Yeah she is. (OFF THEIR LOOKS) What?

The girls give him that look: “Oh, Ron.”
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