
INT. OFFICE - DAY

CARPENTER sits behind his/her desk reviewing papers when 
there's a soft KNOCK on the door. The door OPENS and a 
tall ASSISTANT dressed in a dark suit tilts his head in.

ASSISTANT
Sir? (Ma'am) I have Janovsky.

Carpenter nods. The Assistant ushers JANOVSKY in and 
closes the door softly leaving the two alone.

CARPENTER
Have a seat. So. How do we move forward?

JANOVSKY
The truth.

CARPENTER
The truth?

JANOVSKY
It's the hallmark of your campaign and --

CARPENTER
I know my god damn campaign strategy!

JANOVSKY
I had to protect you. It was the only 
way.

CARPENTER
By trying to access their files? Jesus 
Christ how does this not look like some 
sort of fucking digital Watergate?

JANOVSKY
There was no other way to test our own 
vulnerability. I verified the outer 
firewall was intact, so we were safe from 
any outside penetration. But I had no way 
to determine whether their staffers could 
access our files. The only way to do that 
was to be logged into their subsection. 
The goal wasn't to review their files. 
The goal was to determine our level of 
access. We could only assume --

CARPENTER
That whatever access we had, they had as 
well.

JANOVSKY
Yes, sir. (Ma'am)

drm-004-tvc-carpenter-data-breach 1.

© 2017 Acting on Action | Lot 49



CARPENTER
You know what they're going to ask.

JANOVSKY
Why we didn't just notify the vendor.

CARPENTER
Or the DNC.

JANOVSKY
It's... it's not how we think.

CARPENTER
What the hell are you talking about?

JANOVSKY
From the very first line of code we write 
we're taught one thing. It's not even 
taught, really, more like expected. And 
that's fine. That... that mindset is a 
big part of why we gravitate to the field 
in the first place. When something 
doesn't work we don't call tech support. 
We are tech support. We do what we have 
to in order to resolve the problem. We 
don't want to be told answers. We want to 
discover them.

CARPENTER
Well. Look what you've discovered.

JANOVSKY
I'll understand if you need me to resign.

CARPENTER
(exhales)

Jesus Christ, Janovsky you can't resign. 
You were fired the moment you walked in 
here. What you will do is meet with 
Howard at 9:30. He'll brief you before 
you go on the air with CNN at 10:30. You 
won't mention that you offered to resign. 
It makes you look culpable and us look 
weak.

JANOVSKY
I'm sorry - you fire me and then expect 
to tell me what to do?

CARPENTER
How old are you Janovsky?

JANOVSKY
Twenty five.
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CARPENTER
You have a team?

JANOVSKY
Sir? (Ma'am)

CARPENTER
A sports team. That you follow.

JANOVSKY
I don't have much -- I try to watch a 
Steelers game when I get a chance.

CARPENTER
Steelers. Lot of history there.

JANOVSKY
Yes, sir.

CARPENTER
Politics is like sports, son. You're off 
the team but you're not out of the 
league.

JANOVSKY
I... I hope to someday have the honor to 
play for you again, sir.

CARPENTER
You're a millennial.

JANOVSKY
Yes, sir.

CARPENTER
Hmm. You know it's your generation that I 
really believed would get what I'm trying 
to do. That would make the difference for 
us.

Janovsky exits.
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