
EXT. SKATE PARK - DAY

Unmarked cop car pulls up into parking lot. A few 
skateboarders notice. One calls out “5-0” and like a pack 
of coyotes the “0” is echoed around the space, one skater 
picking up the refrain just before it dies out.

Two plainclothes detectives exit the vehicle and move 
toward a set of benches. Some skaters move away while a 
few brazen ones stay. CORDER and NELSON approach a slight 
framed teen, their face hidden beneath a hoodie.

NELSON
Jeannie Devlin?

The hooded figure lifts her head enough for us to see her 
eyes peer out from the darkness.

NELSON (CONT’D)
You’ve got a lot of people worried about 
you.

A look comes over the girl’s face.

CORDER
No sense in running, Jeannie.

HARD CUT TO

EXT. ALLEY NEAR SKATE PARK - DAY

Corder, bent over and panting -- Jeannie with a calm, 
slightly pissy look on her face, handcuffed to a fence.

CORDER
(shaking his head)

Why do they always have to run?

INT. UNMARKED COP CAR / MOVING - DAY

Corder drives, Nelson rides shotgun. Jeannie is 
handcuffed in the back seat.

NELSON
We’ve got to take you to the station 
first, Jeannie. It’s just a formality. 
(beat) And sorry about the handcuffs. 

Corder’s eyes hit the rearview where he sees a slight 
smirk trace across Jeannie’s face. His eyes shift 
forward.
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CORDER
(under his breath)

Not that sorry.

NELSON
Don’t think my partner could stand 
another work out with you. Don’t worry - 
we’ll have you home before dinner. 

Corder shifts his glance back at Jeannie through the 
rearview and he notices her smirk quickly fade as she 
turns her gaze out the window. A beat as Corder takes 
this in. Finally...

CORDER
(to Jeannie)

What do you want?

Nelson turns and looks at Corder confused. A small beat 
then Nelson turns his head and looks at Jeannie. 

NELSON
I’m pretty sure he’s talking to you.

Add confusion to Jeannie’s already troubled look.

CORDER
Well?

JEANNIE
What do you mean?

CORDER
To eat? 

Nelson throws a glance at Corder but keeps silent.

CORDER (CONT’D)
My partner likes to pretend we don’t work 
for a cluster-fuck organization but the 
truth is - we’ve got no idea when we’ll 
be able to get you home. So if you plan 
on being hungry any time in the next 24 
hours you better get your grub on now.

Jeannie shifts her eyes to Nelson who’s got his head 
turned slightly toward her.

NELSON
He’s driving.

JEANNIE
I could do In’N’Out.
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CORDER
Now you’re talking.

EXT. IN ‘N OUT BURGER - DAY

Nelson looks warily at the food that Jeannie and Corder 
eat.

CORDER
Don’t know what you’re missing, partner.

NELSON
Diabetes and coronary artery disease?

Jeannie and Corder share a look.

CORDER
See what I got to put up with?

Jeannie shrugs.

JEANNIE
At least he’s got your back.

NELSON
Thank you.

CORDER
What about Chris?

JEANNIE
Chris?

CORDER
You brother. He got your back?

JEANNIE
Yeah, right.

CORDER
I don’t know, when we talked to him he 
seemed pretty broken up about you going 
missing.

Nelson looks to Corder. Jeannie looks doubtful at first 
but then softens slightly.

JEANNIE
Really?
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CORDER
Absolutely. Don’t get me wrong. He’s 
still a dick. But that doesn’t mean he 
doesn’t love you.

JEANNIE
(exhaling)

Yeah. I guess.

CORDER
For sure. So what about your parents?

Jeannie’s tone grows darker.

JEANNIE
What about them?

CORDER
I haven’t met them yet.

Nelson throws another glance at Corder but keeps mum.

CORDER (CONT’D)
Are they cool?

JEANNIE
Pfff. My parents are many things. “Cool” 
is not one of them.

CORDER
That sucks. (beat) But I guess if you 
think about it -it’s kind of an oxymoron.

Jeannie tries to hide her confusion. Nelson sees this.

NELSON
Hey Mr. Dictionary - quit showing off.

CORDER
Hey, blame Mrs. Stahl. 

(to Jeannie)
12th grade English teacher. Probably 4 
foot 9 - but man, no one messed with her. 

NELSON
And...?

CORDER
Oh, yeah - oxymoron - you put two words 
together that don’t belong. Like “cold 
fire” or “sweet sorrow.”

JEANNIE
Or “cool parents.”
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CORDER
Boom.

NELSON
Romeo and Juliet!

CORDER
(turns)

Hmm?

NELSON
“Sweet sorrow.” That’s from Romeo and 
Juliet.

CORDER
Welcome to party, Nelson. And 
congratulations - you just graduated high 
school.

Corder glances at Jeannie who smirks at the put down.
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