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INT. CAFETERIA / FEDERAL BUILDING - DAY
ANGELA carries her tray from the food line to the
CASHIER. She sets her tray down and reaches into her
purse as the cashier punches her system.
CASHIER
Don't bother, honey. It's taken care of.
Excuse me?

ANGELA

CASHIER
You've got an admirer.
The cashier motions to TOM STEVENS who nods from a table
against the wall.
CASHIER (CONT’D)
That or a stalker. Not sure what the
difference is anymore.
ANGELA
Thanks. (sotto) Was that supposed to make
me feel better?
Angela moves toward Tom and purposefully angles herself
to keep walking past him.
ANGELA (CONT’D)
Thank you very much. Have a nice day.
TOM
You won't even join me?
ANGELA
Uhh, have to say, kinda weird you didn't
ask first. So, why don't we just -TOM
You're Angela Bonnetti, right?
ANGELA
Okay, now you officially moved from the
admirer to stalker category. You need to TOM
Relax, Angela. Sorry. That probably came
out a little "douche-ish" -You think?

ANGELA
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TOM
Let me start again. Hi! I'm Tom. Tom
Stevens. And you work for senator Martin
Murphy.
ANGELA
Okay, what's going on?
TOM
You've only been with him for, was it, 3
months now? And this is your first job on
the hill. Sooo, if you join me, maybe I
can give you a 2 minute starter course on
the system.
ANGELA
Fine. (she sits) But since you know my
last name, you can also guess that my
brother's aren't as... polite, when it
comes to dealing with creeps.
TOM
Fair enough. So - first off, welcome.
You're gonna learn far more than you ever
wanted to about pretty much everything.
ANGELA
What are you talking about? I answer the
phone and mark up a calendar. Oh, an
occasionally I get hit on by jerks.
TOM
You're tough. But you're also smart. You
try to hide it but you just can't help
yourself. Apparently I didn't even need
to review your school records.
ANGELA
Okay, are you trying to creep me out?
Because you every time you start to sound
like a decent guy out comes some more
stalker-talk.
TOM
You don't know me. But now you know my
name. So when you go back to your office
you'll start doing your research.
ANGELA
Or call the cops.
TOM
But I can save you the time for the first
and me the trouble of the second.
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ANGELA
Is this where you tell me I'm being
"Punked"?
TOM
I need to get in with boss.
ANGELA
Senator Murphy? Yeah, that's gonna help
me keep my job.
TOM
Lesson One: when you need something you
start by doing research. I need to talk
to senator Murphy and so I found you.
ANGELA
I coulda' saved you the time and said
"no" to you over the phone Captain
Google.
TOM
Lesson Two: if you want to get something
done in Washington - start an exchange.
An exchange of what?
ANGELA
So now you're asking your own questions?
You must be a politician.
TOM
Exchange of currency.
ANGELA
Novel idea. Maybe you should call the
Treasury Department with it.
TOM
But currency can take many forms. I used
money to pay for your lunch.
ANGELA
Again, little creepy.
TOM
And in exchange you've given me the
pleasure of your company.
ANGELA
Yeah, sarcasm's gonna work for you.
TOM
Now I am giving you a primer in our
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ANGELA
Gonna take more than you're After School
Special to get you in with my boss. Sorry
-TOM
I only want to give you this...
He holds out a small USB drive. She looks at it and
hesitates a moment.
ANGELA
Oohh... I get it. You're a Republican,
probably should have guessed that from
the tie, and you are hoping I'm dumb
enough to inject a virus into the
senator's system.
TOM
Nope. Not a virus. Just some info. See
for yourself. Take it home and plug it
into some old laptop. Just a PDF that I
think may prove interesting to your boss.
He rises.
ANGELA
So you're "Deep Throat?"
TOM
(laughs lightly)
You're gonna do well in this town.
He exits. She watches him go then looks down at... the
USB device. The camera pulls back to reveal...
INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT
...Angela's bedroom. She inserts the drive into a laptop,
uses the mousepad and on the computer's monitor a PDF
opens. She scans the document and clicks her computer to
scroll down.
Holy shit.

ANGELA

SAL (O.S.)
Watch your mouth, young lady!
Angela starts, turns in her seat, and sees her father,
SAL BONNETTI in her doorway.
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ANGELA
Shit, Dad, you scared me.
SAL
What? Now you're cursing directly at your
old man?
ANGELA
I'm sorry. I'm sorry. Just -- why are you
sneaking up on me?
SAL
A father can't look in on his baby girl?
ANGELA
Yes, of course. Just -SAL
Am I gonna hafta' stop letting you watch
those stupid scary movies you like so
much?
ANGELA
Daddy, stop being so over-dramatic.
SAL
Hey. We're Italian. We invented overdramatic.
She rolls her eyes.
SAL (CONT’D)
Now wash up. Dinner's ready.
He moves away from her bedroom door. Angela looks quickly
back at the computer, hesitates a second, then moves her
mouse toward the top of the screen and hits the PRINT
button.
INT. KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS
Angela enters the kitchen as Sal dishes up a plate of
pasta for her. Angela's eyes scan the room.
ANGELA
Where' the boys?
SAL
David's got hockey practice. Drew is...
ANGELA
Out with a girl.
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SAL
We assume so.
ANGELA
I should use my paycheck to buy stock in
a condom company.
Sal turns.
SAL
A mouth like that in my house?
ANGELA
Sorry, Daddy.
SAL
It's that sister of yours. Maybe you can
get her a fancy job like you have. Might
force her to grow up a little.
He hands her the plate.
SAL (CONT’D)
Get your own gravy and meatballs Miss
Particular.
ANGELA
I told you. I'm vegan now.
SAL
Great. Now I'm raising a rabbit. Thank
God your Nonna is with Jesus. You with
your diet of the week.
He moves past her with his plate topped with meatballs.
ANGELA
I'm serious about this one, Dad. Do you
know what they...
SAL
Smell pretty good, huh?
ANGELA
Well, maybe just one meatball won't hurt.
Sal smiles smugly to himself as he sits. Angela puts a
meatball on her pasta and covers it with sauce. Sal turns
his head and he glances at her plate.
SAL
What? No vegetable? I got the zucchini
steamed just like you like it.
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ANGELA
Yeah, I just... I wanta make sure I have
room.
Okay.

SAL

ANGELA
Don't get smug with me. I just don't
wanna waste food.
SAL
You're my little bleeding heart. God
bless you for it.
Beat as they start to eat. Sal notices Angela knitting
her brow.
SAL (CONT’D)
Everything okay?
ANGELA
What? Yeah. Sure.
SAL
Okay. You just make sure that no one
gives you a hard time. You may be the
first Bonnetti to be working for Uncle
Sam but that don't mean you don't have
just as much right as any of them WASPS
and Jews.
Daddy!!

ANGELA

SAL
JFK was Catholic. You never forget that.
Off Angela's look we CUT TO:
INT. SENATOR MARTIN MURPHY'S OFFICE - DAY
Martin on the phone.
MARTIN
I wish I could take credit for it. No,
honestly I've been so exhausted since the
filibuster I've barely been able to make
a dent in my backlog of items to muster
support for this. Of course. I totally
support John.
(MORE)
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MARTIN (CONT'D)
Yes, I plan on joining them, or maybe
relieving some in about forty minutes.
Well, that's his opinion. Okay, thanks.
He hangs up the phone and presses a button on the
intercom.
MARTIN (CONT’D)
Angela could you come in, please?
Yes, sir.

ANGELA (O.S.)

She enters.
MARTIN
Please, sit. (she does) Are we clear on
the protocol? I'll have my cell with me,
of course, but anything that you're able
to handle will be a great help.
ANGELA
Yes, sir. And I've been able to move your
two afternoon appointments to next week.
MARTIN
Good. Very good. I think this might prove
to be a good fit for both of us. (off her
look) I hope you agree?
Yes, sir.

ANGELA

MARTIN
Umm, Angela, I may not be the most
intuitive person you'll ever meet but I
have to say it seems as if your words are
agreeing with me more than your body
language. Am I misreading you?
ANGELA
(laughs lightly)
You probably should give yourself more
credit.
MARTIN
Then there's a problem?
ANGELA
No, sir. No problem. Not with you.
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MARTIN
I see. I'm afraid I am probably not a
good, or based on our positions, even
appropriate resource for you to confer
private issues to. If you wish I could,
perhaps, reach out to one of my
colleagues and see if their assistant
might -ANGELA
It's not personal, sir. It's... it is
work related but not...
MARTIN
If you wish to speak to Human Resources
you could certainly do that at any time.
It will probably be fairly quiet this
afternoon -ANGELA
I don't have any problems here. I like
working for you.
Okay.

MARTIN

ANGELA
It's just that I've come into some
information that I... I don't know what
to do with.
MARTIN
What's the nature of this information?
ANGELA
Umm, I guess financial in nature. As it
relates to campaign contributions.
MARTIN
(laughs lightly)
You may be getting yourself a little too
worked up over nothing, Angela. It's
probably nothing. A lot may change in
government, albeit slowly, but there will
never be a time when campaign
contributions isn't a hot button issue.
ANGELA
I'm sorry. I guess I'm just letting my
imagination run away with me. Umm, here,
let me just give it to you and you can
decide if it's important or not. I
probably should have done that in the
first place.
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She rises and exits his office. She reenters and hands
him a small stack of pages. He starts to read the pages
then his focus changes slightly as he shifts to skimming
through the content to get quickly through the entire
packet.
MARTIN
Where did you get this? Who knows about
this?
ANGELA
I'm guessing this isn't just "nothing."
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