
INT. UPSCALE HOTEL BAR - NIGHT

CARTER enters the bar area tentatively, looking around. 
Carter sits on a bar stool, his/her eyes flitting around 
the room. A voice startles him/her.

BARTENDER (O.S.)
What can I get for you?

CARTER
(turning)

Oh! Umm, nothing... uh, nothing yet. I'm 
waiting for someone.

BARTENDER
Would you like a water? (off Carter's 
look) No charge.

CARTER
That would be great. Thank you.

The bartender serves Carter the water and starts to move 
away.

BARTENDER
Let me know if you need anything else.

Carter sips at the water. His/her eyes slowly shift from 
scanning the room to stillness as Carter focuses on the 
glass in front of him/her. Carter puts the water down as 
she turns her head.

VOICE (O.S.)
What can I get for you?

CARTER
I'm fine, thank you. I--

We now see STENSON, leaning against the bar, eyeing 
Carter appreciatively.

STENSON
Yes. Yes, you are.

CARTER
I'm sorry, I didn't--

STENSON
See me coming? Well, let's just say in my 
line of work I've had to get very good at 
choosing when to remain hidden and when 
to make a spectacle of myself.
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CARTER
I think I should go.

STENSON
Nonsense. Why I've just gotten here. The 
least you can do is allow me the 
opportunity to buy you a proper drink.

(signals bartender)
Two Singapore Slings, please Gus.

(to Carter)
I do hope you'll excuse me. It's a 
ridiculously sweet drink but I do allow 
myself the occasional indulgence.

CARTER
That's, umm... I'm sure it'll be fine.

STENSON
Oh, it'll be more than fine. I would say 
it will be divine but then again I am 
known as much for my hyperbole as I am 
for my powers of oratory.

CARTER
Umm... I'm sorry... I--

STENSON
I'm a windbag. Hazard of the profession 
I'm afraid.

CARTER
Listen, I don't feel so well. I should 
probably--

STENSON
Just what the doctor ordered.

The bartender sets the drinks down and exits.

STENSON (CONT’D)
Now you just get some of this in you and 
I guarantee you'll feel much better.

Carter takes a sip.

CARTER
That's... that's really good.

STENSON
See? I do know my way around a bar.

CARTER
Can we just... just stay here for a few 
minutes?
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STENSON
Why, of course. We've only just gotten 
our drinks. I'm afraid I'm more than a 
few years beyond the age of "slamming" 
drinks. Is that what you call it these 
days? Slamming? Pounding? Lord knows some 
of my vernacular is undoubtedly behind 
the times.

CARTER
Yeah, I think - I think they say pretty 
much the same thing. Some things don't 
change much I guess.

STENSON
No, they do not. So tell me, are you a 
native of these parts?

CARTER
Yeah. Bradford. Bradford county.

STENSON
Now, correct me if I'm wrong, but 
Bradford County is south of us, is it 
not?

CARTER
Yeah. Where the auto plant is. Was.

STENSON
Yes. Yes I believe your area was 
particularly hard hit when it was closed 
down.

CARTER
(beat)

Yeah. In truth I guess things took a 
while to change, but... but when I think 
back it always feels like it happened 
overnight. Like somebody just hit a 
switch and suddenly everything we had, 
everything we knew, was gone.

STENSON
Now that is exactly why I'm here. To 
bring to the good people of Bradford 
County the chance to start rebuilding 
their lives--

CARTER
"A vote for you is a vote for us?"
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STENSON
I'm sorry. You've caught me. "Guilty as 
charged." It seems there are some things 
I just can't turn off. And speech making 
is high on that list.

CARTER
(looking at empty glass)

This drink was really good.

STENSON
And there's more where that came from, 
you can be sure. But what say we have the 
next round be delivered by room service. 
Hmm?

They rise and exit.
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