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INT. EDITOR'S OFFICE - L.A. TIMES - DAY
MARGO VIVES KNOCKS quietly on the glass door. Her editor,
SAUL PRENTIS, seated behind his desk signals her in.
Seated across from Saul is VALENTIN AMEZQUITA.
MARGO
You wanted to see me, Saul?
Come in.

SAUL

Margo steps in and moves toward the two men. She extends
her hand toward Valentin who rises.
MARGO
(to Valentin)
Hi! I'm Margo. I don't believe we've met.
VALENTIN
You're right we haven't.
Valentin doesn't offer his hand. Margo awkwardly lowers
her hand.
MARGO
I'm sorry - am I missing something here?
SAUL
Margo, this is -VALENTIN
Valentin Amezquita. I think you know my
name.
Margo blanches.
MARGO
Mr. Amezquita... a pleasure to meet
you... I, uh, I would just like to say I
think -SAUL
Margo have a seat.
Margo sits as does Valentin.
SAUL (CONT’D)
Mr. Amezquita -- sorry, did I say that
right? Mr. Amezquita has come here to
express some concerns he has about the
story you wrote on him.
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MARGO
It wasn't on him, per se, sir. He
obviously was an important element to it,
but -VALENTIN
Why did you have to use my name?!
SAUL
Please, sir, let's take this one step at
a time.
VALENTIN
This is bullshit! The Feds promised me
they would keep my name out of this. That
the tapings would be enough.
SAUL
Sir, I understand your frustration. But I
have to ask you to bring it down a notch.
I don't want to have to call security.
VALENTIN
Call security? What is wrong with you
people -MARGO
Señor, por favor, tranquilo.
VALENTIN
What? You're going to use Spanish on me
and think that makes a difference? That
you "get" me?
Sir --

SAUL

MARGO
I'm sorry, I -VALENTIN
You should be sorry. Why do you think the
FBI left my name out of this? Huntington
Park is my home. My family, my parents,
cousins, grandparents - we've been living
there for over eighty years.
MARGO
I understand, but if the FBI thinks you
are in danger -VALENTIN
Of course I'm in danger. Now. Because of
you.
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SAUL
Sir, I'm sure the Times can help -MARGO
Wait! Hold on - you are claiming that I
have somehow put you in danger by naming
you in the article as the informant correct?
VALENTIN
Yes. The affidavit does not use my name.
There was going to be no discussion on
that. I told the FBI that from the start.
MARGO
But they had to know it was you.
Margo?

SAUL

MARGO
No, Saul - even if there were others that
they bribed, or even attempted to bribe eventually the tapes - your tapes - the
ones with your voice on them - would be
put into evidence and the owners would
know at that point it was you who had
informed on them.
VALENTIN
Of course. But the tapes wouldn't have
been made public until the trial. And the
trial would only go forward if the owners
had been arrested and charged. As it is
now they're free until a grand jury
formally indicts them. So tell me,
"muñeca" - who paid you to use my name
and put me and my family in danger?
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