
EXT/INT. SEEDY BAR - NIGHT

Reed and Lane exit the car. Reed scans the parking lot as 
Lane checks out the sign for 

LANE
What you being all hush-hush for? This 
some sugar daddy of yours you here to get 
a payday from?

REED
I really hope you can learn when you just 
shouldn't speak.

Reed walks away from the car toward the bar.

LANE
What?

Reed and Lane enter, scan the crowd. Lots of losers but 
not the one they're looking for. Reed leads Lane through 
the main bar toward a back hallway.

LANE (CONT’D)
Damn, girl - I may have underestimated 
you. You skulking around shit holes like 
this on your days off?

REED
Why do I have a feeling if I was you 
would have known long ago?

LANE
Don't be lettin' my appearance lead you 
to false assumptions. You just as likely 
see me at The Watershed. For reals.

REED
With twelve dollar beers and a dress 
code?

LANE
You think this is all I got in my closet? 
You are looking at a Renaissance man 
partner. I can hobnob with beggars and 
kings alike.

REED
That may just come in handy.

They turn a corner at the end of the hallway and enter a 
back room which contains a small, private bar. 
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A well dressed man sips a bourbon on the rocks while a 
thick necked bodyguard sits at the end of the bar 
watching his boss.

REED (CONT’D)
Your honor.

JUDGE
Please, Laura - James.

REED
Thank you for meeting us here.

JUDGE
Thank you. It's almost frightening how 
much we come to rely on our... habits to 
help us get through a week. New partner?

REED
Yes. Sorry. Your honor this is Lane. Lane 
- Judge James Brown, 5th Circuit Court.

LANE
Oh, snap.

REED
Lane.

LANE
Come on. You can't expect... I'm cool.

JUDGE
I assume I don't have to remind you the 
delicate line we walk here, Reed?

REED
This doesn't concern any active case, 
your - James.

JUDGE
Understood. But if this may materially 
affect something that's liable to come 
before me --

REED
It's actually concerning a case you tried 
about ten years ago.

JUDGE
And you think I might remember something 
that isn't in the court records? You do 
have a generous opinion of this old 
noggin.
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LANE
Ain't no way you'd forget this dirt bag.

REED
Markus Doxyn?

LANE
Dude wears creepy like cheap perfume.

REED
It was the summer that --

JUDGE
Yes, I... I remember. Some cases seem 
to... stress our judicial impartiality 
more than others.

LANE
And you let him off?

JUDGE
Let me guess - Vice?

LANE
Whatever.

JUDGE
Listen to me, young man. You may have 
thought the ends justified the means when 
you were busting into apartments with 
what I will generously refer to as 
specious probable cause, but the courts 
are sacrosanct. They are bigger than any 
one judge or any one defendant. No matter 
how heinous the circumstances.

Reed puts a photo down in front of the judge.

REED
The pattern seems similar. But if it's 
our guy he's definitely escalated.

LANE
I may not carry a dictionary around in my 
back pocket but I don't think "heinous" 
quite covers that your honor.

The bodyguard steps forward.

LANE (CONT’D)
What you gonna do, Roid Rage?

REED
Lane.

drm-063-tvc-r-l-judge-at-bar 3.

© 2017 Acting on Action | Lot 49



LANE
Think I'll wait in the front room - with 
the classy patrons. (exits)

REED
Sorry about that.

JUDGE
Truth be told I admire his passion.

REED
Just maybe not his tact.

JUDGE
Who knows? Maybe that's what this city 
needs. Everyone's so PC it feels like it 
takes an eternity to get anything done. 
Meaningful change.

REED
Anything you can remember that wasn't in 
the case file? Maybe something that 
couldn't be admitted?

The judge looks down at his drink, jiggles the ice cubes.

JUDGE
There was a girl.

REED
Another vic? Sorry, victim?

JUDGE
No. A cousin I think. She wasn't local 
but one of the original detectives 
tracked her down...

REED
You remember which detective or where she 
was from?

JUDGE
It was a long time ago.

REED
How'd she fit in?

JUDGE
Markus had spoken to her on the phone. 
Just once. But the detectives jumped the 
gun.

REED
How so?
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JUDGE
The defense was able to prove that the 
wiretap that was used to connect them 
hadn't been granted before the call had 
been made. Twenty minutes.

He pushes the photo back toward Reed.

JUDGE (CONT’D)
Twenty minutes that may have kept this 
from happening. 

REED
So you see the similarities?

JUDGE
God as my witness, Laura, I can't see 
anything but.
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