
INT. OFFICE - DAY

BARNES sits behind an enormous desk - almost garishly 
large for the size of the office. An intercom BUZZES. 
Barnes presses a button. 

BARNES
Yes.

CELE (O.S.)
She/He’s here, sir (ma’am).

BARNES
Send her/him in.

The office door opens by itself. TAYLOR standing front of 
the door hesitates slightly, shifting a glance at the 
door. Barnes rises.

BARNES (CONT’D)
Miss/Mr. Taylor - please come in.

Taylor moves forward. The door closes on its own.

BARNES (CONT’D)
Can I get you anything? Coffee, water, 
tea, juice?

TAYLOR
No, thank you.

BARNES
You sure? They keep us pretty well 
stocked here. You’ll have a hard time 
coming up with something we don’t have.

TAYLOR
I’m fine. Thank you.

BARNES
Well. I hope you won’t mind if I...

TAYLOR
No. Of course not.

Barnes hits the intercom button.

BARNES
Cele? Do we have any grapefruit juice?

CELE (O.S.)
Yes, sir.
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BARNES
Great. Could I possibly get a madras? 
Virgin, of course.

CELE
Right away.

BARNES
Like I said.

TAYLOR
They keep you well stocked.

BARNES
Yes. Not a bad perk.

TAYLOR
I’m sure.

BARNES
Please, please - sit.

Taylor sits. Barnes follows suit.

BARNES (CONT’D)
So you’re probably wondering why you’re 
here.

TAYLOR
No.

BARNES
No?

TAYLOR
I have a PhD in International Politics 
with a focus on the Middle East. Plus I 
lived for 2 years in Israel and Egypt 
when I was a teenager. 

BARNES
Wow. I guess I won’t need to look over 
your resume.

TAYLOR
But you already know all this. And the 
people who are interested in me don’t 
read resumes.

BARNES
No. No, they don’t.

TAYLOR
So that leaves the ball in your court.
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BARNES
My court?

TAYLOR
I know why you want me. The question is - 
why would I want you.

BARNES
You are very direct.

TAYLOR
I find it saves time.

BARNES
And hopefully lives. 

TAYLOR
I’m sorry?

BARNES
In our business time isn’t money. We 
have, how do I say this without sounding 
gauche? We have all the money we need.

The office door opens and CELE walks in with a madras. 
Cele places it silently on the desk, turns and exits. 
Barnes smiles.

BARNES (CONT’D)
I couldn’t have timed that better. Sorry. 
As I was saying --

TAYLOR
You have all the money you need.

BARNES
Yes. To us, time isn’t money - it’s 
lives. The sooner a solution to a problem 
is found, the more lives we save.

Taylor nods.

BARNES (CONT’D)
So. If I can’t interest you with money - 
or at least access to a well stocked 
larder - how do you feel about saving 
lives?

TAYLOR
That depends.

BARNES
On...?
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TAYLOR
Whose lives are you planning on saving?

BARNES
Why, American citizen’s, of course. You 
do know where you are?

TAYLOR
I do. And I’m not interested.

Taylor rises abruptly. Barnes rises quickly - startled.

BARNES
I’m sorry? Do you have a problem with 
saving American lives Miss/Mr. Taylor?

TAYLOR
(turns back)

Not at all. I have a problem with only 
saving American lives. I didn’t learn 
about the world because I wanted to 
conquer it. I learned about the world --

BARNES
Because you wanted to save it?

TAYLOR
Smugness won’t help your case. Knowledge 
allows for many things. Perspective is 
one of them. Perhaps that’s something 
that can’t reach all the way across that 
enormous desk of yours.

Taylor turns to exit.

BARNES
So, that’s it then?

TAYLOR
(turning back)

Don’t give up so easy. That’s round one. 
I look forward to what you can come back 
with. (exits)
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