
INT. DINER - NIGHT

ALAN enters the diner, A voice calls out.

WAITRESS
Anywhere you want, sweetie.

Alan sweeps his gaze across the room and sees BOUREMAN 
sitting in the last booth facing him. Alan glides down 
the aisle subtly taking in his surroundings as he goes. 
As he reaches the end of the diner he slides in across 
the table from Boureman. 

ALAN
I’m ten minutes early.

BOUREMAN
I taught you well.

ALAN
But you were --

BOUREMAN
Twenty.

ALAN
Apparently I’ve still got a lot to learn.

BOUREMAN
Do you?

The waitress stops by their table. She tops off 
Boureman’s coffee as she turns to Alan.

WAITRESS
You know what you want, hon?

ALAN
Just a... you have tea?

WAITRESS
Sure do. I’ll bring you the hot water and 
let you pick from the basket. How’s that 
sound?

ALAN
Fine. And, uh... some kind of pie? 

WAITRESS
Cherry okay? Afraid it’s all we got left.

ALAN
That’s great.
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WAITRESS
K. Back in a jif.

She moves away from the table.

ALAN
I... I may have a situation.

BOUREMAN
Go on.

ALAN
I’m not sure if I’d call it personal or 
professional.

BOUREMAN
Which is your first problem.

Alan looks to Boureman momentarily confused.

BOUREMAN (CONT’D)
Because with us...

ALAN
There’s no difference.

Boureman nods his head.

BOUREMAN
So -- what’s her name?

ALAN
Umm... well, how --

BOUREMAN
I’ve known you for twenty years. In all 
that time, you’ve never had a problem 
with a man. If something ever came up 
then -- 

ALAN
He had the problem.

BOUREMAN
And you had the solution. You may not 
have won any awards for your... 
diplomacy. But you did win a seat at the 
table. (OFF HIS LOOK) Well, you may have 
been stuck in the kitchen, but at least 
you’ve eaten pretty well.

The waitress stops by and delivers the pie and tea.
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WAITRESS
Now y’all just give me a holler if you 
need anything else.

Alan nods. The waitress moves off.

ALAN
Lisa.

BOUREMAN
The... wife? Likes to shop?

Alan nods. 

ALAN
That’s not all she likes to do.

Boureman takes a long slow breath in through his nose.

BOUREMAN
What’s her end game?

ALAN
I don’t... I think she’s just -- I don’t 
know. You’ve met her husband.

BOUREMAN
Yeah. Is he...?

ALAN
No. I mean, I don’t think so. He’s just 
very... focused.

BOUREMAN
Yeah, well -- as Luke would have said -- 
if he’s not he missed his calling.

ALAN
Luke. Hhhff. I haven’t thought of him in 
a long time.

BOUREMAN
Yeah.

ALAN
I wish he could have seen...

BOUREMAN
We all do. (beat) So. I’m not going to 
tell you your options. You know them. 
What I’m going to remind you of is your 
priorities.
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ALAN
Yeah.

BOUREMAN
And so you’ve only got one question to 
answer.

ALAN
I can trust her. I mean, she’s got as 
much to lose as me. She’s not blood.

BOUREMAN
You’re right. But trusting her when 
you’re... giving her what she wants is 
one thing. But when you decide to stop 
and you become just another obstacle to 
her happiness... where does she land 
then?
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