
INT. KITCHEN - DAY

RON
I’m telling you, it’s gonna happen.

ALLYSSA
How do you know? Did she say something?

RON
No, it’s just...

ALLYSSA
Just what? Did Zax say anything? Lord 
knows he’s like a teenager on prom night 
with a secret. (Off his look) Spurts out 
whether he wants it to or not.

RON
I don’t know. It’s just a feeling I have.

ALLYSSA
Jesus Christ. You and your feelings. 
Pretty soon you’re gonna need to borrow 
my fucking tampons.

ZAX enters. They go silent. He looks at them.

ZAX
Sorry. My interrupting? Only kitchen in 
the house.

ALLYSSA
You got a hearty appetite, Zax.

ZAX
Yeahhh... (shoots a look at Ron) Is she 
sayin’ I’m fat?

ALLYSSA
“She” is standing right here.

ZAX
Fine. You --?

ALLYSSA
No. I’m saying you got a healthy 
appetite. Like a real man. (turns to 
exit) And I bet you don’t even know how 
many grams of carbs you ate for 
breakfast.

She exits. Zax watches her go then turns to Ron.
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ZAX
Am I supposed to know what that means? If 
she --

RON
Relax, man. She wasn’t making fun of you. 
(off his look) She actually admires you. 
(turns to exit)

ZAX
Okay, that’s cool.

Ron exits.

ZAX (CONT’D)
(calling after him)

Hey! What do you mean by “actually?”

ALAN enters from an outside door. Nods at Zax.

ALAN
Is everyone here?

ZAX
Umm... well, Ron and Allyssa were just 
here. I’m the only --

ALAN
In the house. Is everyone in the house?

ZAX
Oh, yeah. I guess so.

ALAN
You guess so? I thought I made it clear --

CHERIE (O.S.)
Don’t waste your breath on that one. 

Cherie enters from outside door.

CHERIE (CONT’D)
You’ll get more sense out of the fucking 
dog.

ZAX
Mom!

Zax moves toward her and tries to kiss her on the cheek. 
She keeps him off with a stiff arm.

CHERIE
I didn’t spend two hours with Monica so 
you could smear my makeup.
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ZAX
Sorry. I just--

CHERIE
(pats his cheek)

You’re a good boy. You love your mother. 
Now do Mommy a favor and stop stuffing 
your mouth for five minutes and get your 
siblings in here. Capiche?

ZAX
(moves to exit)

Sure, Mom. Right away. (exits)

CHERIE
(to Alan)

What’d I say? Like a dog with a bone, 
that one.

ALAN
You want I should stay with the car?

CHERIE
(looks him over)

No. Stay here. Be nice to have another 
adult in the room. 

(shakes her head)
Had to be an Oriental, didn’t you?

ALAN
Umm... excuse me?

CHERIE
Anything else and I coulda’ passed you 
off as some cousin or something. Coulda 
made my life a lot easier. 

ALAN
No, uh, offense, ma’am, but, uh...

CHERIE
Jesus Christ you’re starting to sound 
like that retard! Spit it out, boy.

ALAN
The term people use is “Asian.” Not... 
“Oriental.” 

CHERIE
People? What fucking “people?” 

ALAN
It’s just the politically correct term 
used these days.
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CHERIE
(exasperated sigh)

Ahh you generation and your fucking p.c. 
I’m seventy-two years old. You think 
you’re going to get me change now? You’re 
lucky I didn’t call you a chink. See that 
would be rude.

ALAN
Yes, ma’am. It would.

Ryan enters. Gets a big smile on his face.

RYAN
Hi, Grandma! 

CHERIE
There he is. 

She fishes in her purse and brings something out.

CHERIE (CONT’D)
Look what Grandma got for you. A candy 
bar! 

RYAN
Umm... thanks Grandma. 

CHERIE
What? You’re not gonna eat it now?

RYAN
Uh, no - I don’t want to spoil my 
appetite.

CHERIE
(to Alan)

See? This one I have faith in. Self 
control. Not like that father of his.

Nick enters. Nods politely to Cherie.

NICK
Cherie. Good to see you.

CHERIE
You couldn’t bring the rest with you?

NICK
I’m... sorry. I didn’t realize --
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CHERIE
You’re good with numbers, boy. That’s why 
I keep you around. But it doesn’t hurt to 
take a little initiative once in a while.

NICK
I’ll bear that in mind.

Zax enters.

ZAX
Ron and Allyssa are on their way.

Zax goes to the refrigerator and pulls some stuff out to 
make himself a sandwich. Alan pulls a chair out for 
Cherie at the head of the table. She sits. Ryan and Nick 
find seats and sit as well. Alan stands near the door as 
Ron and Allyssa enter.

RON
We’re here.

CHERIE
(sotto)

We’ll throw a fuckin’ parade.

RON
Hmm?

ALLYSSA
Sit down honey.

Allyssa and Ron sit. Zax still works on his food at the 
counter behind Cherie. She raises her head and shakes it 
slowly.

CHERIE
If you don’t sit the fuck down right now 
I’m gonna shove that fucking sandwich up 
your ass.

Zax reacts and grabs what he has made and moves to the 
table with it and sits.

ZAX
Sorry, Mom.

Cherie scans the group. Then...

CHERIE
Which of you speak Armenian? 

They shoot confused glances at each other.
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RYAN
Uh, Grandma, I’ve got some Armenian kids 
in my class. I could probably get one of 
them to translate something if you need 
me to.

CHERIE
You’re a sweet boy. And I love the 
initiative. But what you probably didn’t 
understand that hopefully some of your 
elders here did is that the question was 
fucking rhetorical!

RON
What’s this all about, Mom?

CHERIE
What it’s about is our business. You 
remember our business don’t you, Ronnie? 
That thing that lets your pretty little 
wife there eat at all the fancy 
restaurants in town.

ALLYSSA
What good is money if you don’t spend it?

RON
Honey.

NICK
Does this have something to do with the 
bakery?

CHERIE
Now someone’s paying attention.

RON
Dicarlo’s? I just spoke with them.

CHERIE
That right?

ALLYSSA
Honey...

Ron looks questioningly to Allyssa.

ALLYSSA (CONT’D)
(supportive)

That was three weeks ago.

Ron looks at her confused. She nods.
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RON
Sorry, Ma - I coulda’ swore --

CHERIE
It’s that fucking gym of yours.

RON
What - Ma, it’s - no, it’s - the Crossfit 
Academy - it’s not --

CHERIE
It’s taking up all your fucking time. And 
focus. And it’s bringing us in, what? Two 
fucking large a month? I could get that 
having Ryan here hold fucking bake sales 
at his school.

RON
It’s a legit business, ma. The first 
three years of any start up are --

CHERIE
Jesus Christ, somebody shut him up.

Allyssa puts a gentle but firm hand on Ron’s arm.

NICK
If you’d let me I would be more than 
happy to assist the family in... 
resolving this issue.

drm-087-tvc-the-family-the-meeting 7.

© 2017 Acting on Action | Lot 49


