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EXT. RANCH - DAY
DIANA talks on her cell as she meanders down a path away
from the house.
DIANA
We’ve talked about this! No. No. No, it
doesn’t matter. How is that more
important? No, you need to get here. I
don’t care. Whatever. Uber. Then, then
figure something else out.
Diana stops in a small clearing.
DIANA (CONT’D)
How was I supposed to wait for you when
you said you weren’t even sure if you
could make it? Fine. Just, just -- I’ll
see you when you get here. Get here! I
love you too.
As she hangs up her phone she suddenly sees RYAN sitting
to her right on a large boulder at the edge of the
clearing.
DIANA (CONT’D)
Sorry. Um... it’s, uh...
Ryan hangs his head down and shakes it gently.
DIANA (CONT’D)
that was my -RYAN
What are you supposed to do? I mean,
what? Cough? Raise your hand? Pretend
you’re deaf? What I tried to do obviously
failed.
DIANA
You -- what? What -RYAN
Make myself invisible. Disappear. But -poof! Still here. No magic today I’m
afraid.
DIANA
I’m sorry, it’s my fault. I didn’t see
you.
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RYAN
Yeah, I get that a lot. So close but
still not... (makes a “poof” motion with
his hands)
DIANA
Sorry, I didn’t mean to intrude. I’ll,
um, I’ll... see you up at the house, I
guess.
She turns and takes a few steps but stops when she hears
his voice.
RYAN
I don’t want to go up there.
She turns back to him.
DIANA
To tell you the truth I could probably
use a break myself. Is it okay if I hang
out with you for a few?
A look passes over his face.
Okay.

RYAN

She moves over to the boulder and leans against it and
looks out at the land stretching below her.
DIANA
You’re... Ryan?
RYAN
Yeah. How did -DIANA
Claire talked about you a lot. Talks.
When we’d have girls nights. She’s very
proud of you.
She is?
Umm-hmm.
Why?

RYAN
DIANA
RYAN
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DIANA
She says you work really hard. That
you’ll decide on something and, no matter
what, you’ll make it happen.
He takes this in.
DIANA (CONT’D)
It’s pretty cool.
RYAN
She’s probably just being nice.
DIANA
Maybe. I don’t know. I know I think it’s
important for people to, you know, follow
through on stuff.
RYAN
I do... that. I do follow through. Maybe
she’s right.
DIANA
Maybe she is. So why don’t you want to go
back up? Too many people? I know I don’t
like big crowds. I think I’m borderline
claustrophobic. Too many people and I
start to feel like I’m gonna get
squashed.
RYAN
(laughs lightly)
Well you’re really small.
DIANA
(playful)
Hey, watch it! I’m tough you know. If we
had swords I’d show you how tough I am.
Swords?

RYAN

DIANA
I’m playing. But, yeah -- Adam and I -Adam’s my boyfriend.
Mr. Uber?

RYAN

DIANA
(laughs despite herself)
Mr. Uber. Yes, Mr. Uber and I take sword
fighting classes together. That’s where
we met, actually.
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RYAN
That sounds pretty cool.
DIANA
Yeah, it’s fun.
She gets an idea and rises. She turns to him, reaches out
and takes his hand.
DIANA (CONT’D)
Here. Get up.
Wait, what?

RYAN

DIANA
Come on. I’ll show you.
RYAN
Show me what?
DIANA
Just get up -- don’t be a wuss.
Ryan gets up and chigs down from the boulder.
Okay, so...?

RYAN

She turns toward the patch of woods behind them.
DIANA
Find a stick. About 3 feet long. Not too
thick but not too thin.
RYAN
So, the “Goldilocks” stick?
DIANA
(laughs lightly)
Yup - the Goldilocks stick.
They search through the woods and each find a stick.
Got one?

DIANA (CONT’D)

RYAN
Yeah, (emerging from woods) will this
work?
She looks at the stick. And slowly raises her own as she
says:
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DIANA
Why, sir - that is quite the broadsword
you possess. But you too shall learn the
bitter taste of steel at my hands!
Ryan looks at her unsure of what to do.
RYAN
So... what do I do?
DIANA
(regular voice)
Okay, I’ll just show you something basic.
Now hold your sword up like this.
Like this?

RYAN

DIANA
Yup, good. Just be sure and stay
balanced. That’s the most important
thing. So spread your legs a little
further apart, and if you need to move
then try and keep the distance between
your legs about the same.
RYAN
What do you mean?
DIANA
Here - like this.
She demonstrates.
RYAN
Oh, I got ya. Kind of like what we’d do
in basketball drills.
DIANA
Yeah - same idea. So, once you’re
balanced I’ll make an initial side-arm
swing like this.
She swings her “sword” slowly.
DIANA (CONT’D)
And you’ll “counter” by turning your
turning your sword down - thumb points at
the ground - and deflects my blade away
from your body.
He tries to follow her advice.
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RYAN

DIANA
Yeah! That’s great! Here - we’ll do a
couple more. (they do) Awesome. Now let’s
switch and you try to strike me from the
same angle and I’ll counter. Just - half
speed. I don’t want you breaking my
sword.
Okay.

RYAN

He follows her instructions. She counters then signals
for him to stop.
DIANA
That’s great! You, sir, are now an
official Knight of the... Round Clearing.
RYAN
That was fun.
DIANA
You should check out our school. Adam’s
actually one of the teachers. He’s much
better than I am at teaching it.
RYAN
You were great.
DIANA
I was, wasn’t I?
RYAN
On my... I was trying to think of
something Shakespeare to say.
DIANA
On my... honor?
Yeah.

RYAN

DIANA
No, wait... on my troth! (off his look)
It’s like, pledge or like, “No, dude fer reals.”
Ryan laughs at that.
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RYAN
Thanks. For... I know I’m supposed to be
happy today. I mean, that’s what Claire
said, but...
DIANA
Maybe... maybe it’s not about being
happy. I’m with you. I don’t feel happy
about it. I think it’s stupid to try and
pretend I do feel that way.
RYAN
Right? Thank you! I didn’t think anyone
else understood that.
DIANA
But maybe... maybe if we think of it like
a sad movie. And instead of, I don’t know
- leaving half way through - you stay.
And you just accept that, even though the
movie’s going to have a sad ending,
you’re okay with that. Because you love
the characters so much you want to spend
as much time with them as you can.
Ryan looks at Diana.

© 2017 Acting on Action | Lot 49

