
EXT. BARNSDALE RANCH - DAY

The large farmhouse and surrounding land spread out below 
as Elizabeth’s car winds down the dirt road toward the 
house. A MAN wearing a safety vest directs her to park in 
a large area in which a dozen other cars already sit.

As Elizabeth’s car moves slowly forward a YOUNG COUPLE 
walk from the parking area toward the house. They pause 
at the base of the wrap-around porch stairs. The woman 
adjusts the man’s tie.

JUSTIN
It’s fine. Listen, I’m telling you - 
we’re too dressed up. The invite said “be 
comfortable.” This is not comfortable.

KATHERINE
“It’s better to be overdressed than 
underdressed.” 

JUSTIN
Pfff! Not for this!

KATHERINE
Sshh! Jesus!

JUSTIN
(lowers his voice)

We’re gonna look like we’re dressed for a 
funeral!

Katherine makes a face.

JUSTIN (CONT’D)
I’m just sayin.

Katherine finishes primping Justin, takes his arm and 
turns him as she steps up the porch stairs.

INT. RANCH HOUSE / GREAT ROOM

CLAIRE holds court recumbent in a barcalounger that’s 
been decorated with all manner of throw pieces and 
festooned with jewelry, tassels and assorted odd and 
whimsical items.

A large group of people float throughout the room, three 
or four gathered around Claire at the moment. Katherine 
and Justin enter through the large front door. Claire 
sees them. A huge smile spreads across her face.
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CLAIRE
Hey guys! I’m so glad to see you!!

They move to her.

KATHERINE
Hey! I’m sorry we’re late --

CLAIRE
No. Not at all. You’re here! I’m so 
happy. (turns) Justin! How you doing?

JUSTIN
Claire. Um, we’ve got a... (handing 
forward) a bottle of champagne. I hope 
that’s --

CLAIRE
That’s perfect! I adore champagne. You 
guys are so sweet. (’re bottle) Could you 
put it in the fridge? Sorry, I’m just -- 
I’m afraid I tire easily --

JUSTIN
Of course. Sorry.

CLAIRE
Or open it! Whatever you like.

JUSTIN
Umm... (looks to Katherine)

KATHERINE
We’ll open it later. Maybe for dinner? Or 
maybe sunset?

CLAIRE
Oh, sunset! I love that idea! Let’s do 
that. 

JUSTIN
Okay. I’ll just --

CLAIRE
Justin.

JUSTIN
(stops)

Yeah?

CLAIRE
Please do me one favor before you or I 
go.
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JUSTIN
Sure.

CLAIRE
Take off that tie.

JUSTIN
(looks to Katherine)

I told you.

KATHERINE
Sorry, we... we were at a church service 
earlier.

JUSTIN
(under his breath)

On a Friday.

Katherine glares at him on the sly.

KATHERINE
(to Claire)

We’ve got more casual clothes in the car.

CLAIRE
Good, good. Put them on. I want everyone 
to be comfortable. 

Behind Claire’s back Justin makes a face at Katherine as 
he turns toward the kitchen.
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