
INT. RESTAURANT - DAY

CHELSEA sits at a table, her eyes shifting slightly to 
take in the surroundings. Chelsea lifts her head and 
peers anxiously forward as the DOOR OPENS at the front of 
the restaurant. Chelsea looks back down upon seeing it’s 
a WOMAN and CHILD. Suddenly, a VOICE from behind her...

VOICE (O.S.)
It’s a good choice.

Chelsea spins her head around - fear in her eyes.

MARINO
The table. Good sight lines. Got an 
emergency exit behind you. (FLATTERING) 
You ever, you know, serve?

CHELSEA
What? No. 

MARINO
Well. And here it is, Memorial Day.

CHELSEA
Memorial Day is to honor those who fell 
in battle. Veteran’s Day honors all who 
served.

MARINO
Never could keep those straight.

CHELSEA
Memorial Day. In memory of.

MARINO
You’d think I would have made that 
connection at some point.

CHELSEA
(SHIFTS TO RISE)

Maybe this was a bad idea.

MARINO
(TOUCHING CHELSEA’S ARM)

Sit. Sit. You didn’t ask me here cause I 
may have failed eighth grade civics 
class. Hmm?

CHELSEA
Yeah.

MARINO
You asked me here, cause…?
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CHELSEA
Cause you get stuff done.

MARINO
That’s right. I get stuff done. And let 
me tell you. I’ve met a lot of sources in 
my time. Half of them are just looking 
for attention. For recognition. Christ, 
some of them just want a friend. The 
other half -- they’ve got something to 
say.

CHELSEA
Which half am I?

MARINO
Oh, you most definitely have something to 
say. But that’s not the real question. 
Not with you.

CHELSEA
So, what’s the real question?

MARINO
Am I the one you want to tell.

EXT. RIVERSIDE - DAY

CHELSEA
Why the river? (OFF MARINO’S LOOK) In all 
the movies. And TV shows. Why do they 
always meet by the side of the river?

MARINO
Maybe it’s a cheap place to shoot their 
thing. Or maybe… (TURNING CHELSEA TOWARD 
THE WATER) when we face this way there’s 
not a microphone in Jersey gonna catch 
what you’re saying. And anyone behind us…

CHELSEA
Is only gonna pick up the sound of the 
water.

MARINO
Okay. So we’re here. You’re safe. Now 
what do you have to tell me?

CHELSEA
It’s about a meeting. A very unusual 
meeting.
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