
INT. POLICE PRECINCT - DAY

HARPER and SCALES enter the precinct and move toward 
their desks.

HARPER
Run a background check on that kid from 
the pet store.

SCALES
On it, boss.

HARPER
Something just not right about him.

SCALES
You mean besides his smart mouth?

Harper raises his brow in agreement as he settles down 
into his chair. He picks up a folder, opens it and starts 
to rifle through pages. His phone rings. He answers.

HARPER
Harper. Right away.

Harper rises. From his desk Scales looks up.

SCALES
We on?

HARPER
Just me.

SCALES
Something I said?

HARPER
LT wants to see me.

SCALES
Oh, that’s definitely all you.

HARPER
Thanks.

They exchange a look as Harper moves away.

INT. LIEUTENTANT’S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

KNOCK on the door.

LIEUTENANT
Come.
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Harper cracks the door, leans in. Lieutenant (LT) 
signals.

LIEUTENANT (CONT’D)
Close it.

Harper enters, closing the door behind him.

LIEUTENANT (CONT’D)
Sit.

He does.

HARPER
Hell of a way to tell me I’ve got a 
raise.

LIEUTENANT
The building on Hollywood and…

(searching through pages)
Ivar?

HARPER
Cosmo. One block west. 

LIEUTENANT
Yeah. Downtown’s up my ass about this. 
Apparently the “blogosphere” is on fire 
with talk about an illegal search and 
seizure. Tell me you had a warrant.

HARPER
No time. There was probable cause so I 
entered the premises.

LIEUTENANT
Listen. I’m as happy as anyone that we 
got those people out of there. And… 
unofficially… so is downtown. Last thing 
anyone wants is our own “Ghost Ship.”

HARPER
So what’s the problem?

LIEUTENANT
I said “unofficially.” Which means that 
you’re gonna have to explain to the Chief 
of D’s what, exactly, your probable cause 
was.

HARPER
Chief of D’s wants to meet with me? What 
ever happened to chain of command?
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LIEUTENANT
Apparently he wants to show the media 
that he is taking a more active role in 
the day to day operations than his 
predecessor. 

HARPER
Fine. But why go to the trouble of having 
us actually meet? Why doesn’t he just 
release a statement telling the press 
that’s what he did. 

LIEUTENANT
I didn’t say “press” -- I said “media.” 
As in “new media.” Apparently he’s 
invited a few of the department’s most 
vocal critics to be in the room with you.

HARPER
You’ve got to be shitting me.

LIEUTENANT
Wish I was. Lot of people think this 
makes for a bad precedent.

HARPER
You think? Not sure if this is the tail 
wagging the dog or the lunatics running 
the asylum.

LIEUTENANT
Maybe some of both. You need to be there 
at two.

HARPER
That it?

LIEUTENANT
That not enough?

Harper rises.

LIEUTENANT (CONT’D)
And, Jake. Wear a tie.

HARPER
(exiting)

They want it tied it in a noose?
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