
INT. MEETING ROOM - DAY

COOPER
Thank you all for coming. Please. Sit 
anywhere.

Cooper shuffles papers as he prepares.

MCCAFFREY
Did we have a choice?

Looking up.

COOPER
Sorry?

MCCAFFREY
This meeting.

PALMER
I think what McCaffrey means --

MCCAFFREY
I think McCaffrey can still speak for 
herself. And her department. Which is 
just three days away from the --

COOPER
I know. I know. And I’m sorry to have to 
pull you away. 

WINLOW
I realize I’m still “the new guy” around 
here. But can you let us know what, 
exactly, is going on? To be honest the 
people in my department are a little 
freaked out.

COOPER
I’m sorry.

WINLOW
That’s okay. It’s just --

COOPER
No. I mean, ‘I’m sorry. Why would the 
people in your department be having any 
reaction to these proceedings?’ Your 
people will take their cue from you. If 
you can manage to maintain --

Door opens. LIPKIN enters.
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LIPKIN
Excuse me, sir. I was told to bring these 
right away.

She moves to McCaffrey and hands her a file folder. Off 
Cooper’s look.

MCCAFFREY
It’s not a problem Deputy Chief. Her 
appointment was approved last night.

COOPER
Why haven’t I heard about this?

PALMER
(to Lipkin)

Congratulations.

LIPKIN
Thanks.

PALMER
Welcome to the big leagues.

MCCAFFREY
Kind of frustrating having to wait on 
intel, huh?

PALMER
(to Cooper)

We’re all ears.

COOPER
(takes a breath)

So there’s been rumblings about this 
thing actually being -- I don’t know -- 
more than just a threat.

PALMER
(to Lipkin)

Sure you still want the job?

MCCAFFREY
Rumblings from where?

COOPER
At this point we’re not even sure --

LIPKIN
It broke the circle.

All heads turn to Lipkin. She looks to McCaffrey, 
uncertain.
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MCCAFFREY
You grabbed the bat. May as well try to 
get a hit.

COOPER
What circle?

LIPKIN
It’s what we call it in the Cyber 
Division.

COOPER
Which, apparently, you’re not in anymore.

LIPKIN
Sorry. Of course. 

She looks around, not sure whether to proceed.

PALMER
Hey. You’ve got my attention.

LIPKIN
So... ‘breaking the circle’ is a term we 
use to indicate when a data stream moves 
beyond its origin radius.

MCCAFFREY
Maybe try and think of us as policy 
makers who don’t always understand the 
full ramifications of our work.

PALMER
(ironic)

How dare you?

LIPKIN
Okay. Imagine you have an idea.

PALMER
Do they pay us enough for that?

LIPKIN
And you want to get it out there. What do 
you do?

COOPER
I don’t know. Interrupt a meeting?

LIPKIN
You push it out through your network.
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PALMER
What are we talking? Personal? 
Professional?

LIPKIN
At this point it doesn’t matter what the 
makeup of your network is. Personal, 
professional, umm... your neighborhood 
watch group. Every network has an 
inherent radius. A scope. A size based on 
the number of points that data can reside 
within.

MCCAFFREY
Points?

LIPKIN
Okay, so a single person always functions 
as the initial data point -- what we call 
‘point zero’ -- 

PALMER
Oohh. I get it.

LIPKIN
Once they share that data -- thought, 
idea, plan -- with at least one other 
point --

WINLOW
So a point is a person?

LIPKIN
It can be. Or it can be a social media 
post. Or -- I don’t know -- a flier 
someone puts up.

PALMER
(to McCaffrey - fake sexy)

I’ve got a mimeograph machine in my 
basement I can show you, comrade.

LIPKIN
Anything that has the ability to both 
hold and transmit or transfer the data 
can function as a “point.”

PALMER
“Point” taken. (OFF THEIR LOOKS) Sorry.

LIPKIN
Once a second point has been established 
then the Von Frisch sequence has begun.
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Off the blank stares, McCaffrey COUGHS lightly. Lipkin 
looks to her as McCaffrey wordlessly prompts her to 
explain further.

LIPKIN (CONT’D)
Okay -- Von Frisch sequence -- it’s a 
term we use to describe how information 
spreads beyond the individual. Karl von 
Frisch studied how bees communicate and 
are able to inform the entire hive as to 
the location of a food source.

PALMER
Busy as bees. That’s us. Wonder if bees 
serve better coffee.

COOPER
I’m sorry -- where are you going with 
this?

LIPKIN
If the initial piece of data moves beyond 
the scope of its creator and their 
intended audience -- their family; their 
department at work; the members of their 
neighborhood watch group --

PALMER
Their hive.

LIPKIN
(nodding)

Their hive. It’s then that we view the 
data as --

PALMER
‘Breaking the circle.’

Lipkin nods.

PALMER (CONT’D)
And no one thought I was paying 
attention.

LIPKIN
And once data has broken the circle then -
- well, at a certain point -- information 
takes on a life of its own.

MCCAFFREY
I’m guessing this is where the problems 
start.
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COOPER
(to the group)

Okay. At this point I think we need to 
initiate --

LIPKIN
There is one other thing.

COOPER
(looks to McCaffrey)

Seriously?

MCCAFFREY
Hey. I can pick ‘em.

LIPKIN
It doesn’t matter.

COOPER
I’m sorry. What? You’re saying none of 
this matters? We’ve spent --

LIPKIN
No. Sorry, sir. The information. It 
doesn’t matter whether it’s right or not. 

MCCAFFREY
You mean whether it’s a good or bad idea 
someone has?

LIPKIN
No. Ideas are intangible. They’re only as 
effective as the extent to which they’re 
implemented.

WINLOW
(getting it)

So I may think about taking a different 
route home today. But come five o’clock I 
could change my mind.

PALMER
Five o’clock? Good luck, pal.

LIPKIN
Exactly. It’s only if you act on that 
idea does the potential for change exist. 
But when a data point is put out as a 
fact --

MCCAFFREY
I post ‘new guy at the office leaves 
early - must be nice’ --
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LIPKIN
(nodding)

-- then -- I’m sorry --

WINLOW
Winlow.

LIPKIN
-- then Winlow could stay til midnight 
and it wouldn’t matter. McCaffrey’s post 
would begin to have a life of its own. 
The effects of which may amount to 
nothing. Or --

WINLOW
Or someone could end up looking for an 
excuse to get rid of me.

LIPKIN
Exactly.

Beat.

WINLOW
(to McCaffrey)

Could you please not post that. I’ll stay 
til... whenever.
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